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We leht Worſhipfull, the general re- 
"If, port of your worthimeſje, your pe- 
MA culiar affection to the Author (as 
iD - & 1 vnderſtand) and the knowne 
5 *£4. drgnitie of this his worke , are the 
«@ | onely motiget-of this my ſeeming 
> boldnefſe ih committing this Ser- 
na mon ta the zenerall view, under 
your countenance and protection: which though I confeſſe 
I haue done without his leane (.s being modeſtly unwil- 
ling to encounter cenſure , or 10 oppoſe himſelfe an obiect 
to enuie) yet inthat it hath receiued the currant ſtampe 
of approbation in the iudgement of the wiſe(t and your ſclf 
(45 I haue heard) an auricular twdze of the gracefull de- 
livery; I haue in my ſelfe diſſolned doubt, and confidently 
thwart impatation with this aſſurance, that it cannot but 
be gratefull to the Reader , and come no leſſe acceptable to 
you. Andthouzh my ſelfe am witerly vnknawne toyou, yet 
.rs one bound tolone vertue cuen 111 /l YANGers, I hononr it 
inyou, and haue bene ſo much the rather induced to this 


dedication, by how much (1 am informed ) you are truly 
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4 TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie. 
effefted to this my deare friend, and a cheriſher of his en- 
deuors. Sir,you cannot loſe by it, for learnme will ſtill be 
preit to honour her Mecznas , and ſuch as fanonr Arts, 
chiefly thoſe that labor in Gods vineyard, & (like lamps) 
conſume theſelues to gine light to other's: 1ſay ſuch good- 
nes and loue extended to religion and the profeſſors therof, 
is the a6 19 layd vp in heauen, and ſhall remaine with 
the world of perpetuall record , T hus hauing done (as 1 
thinke) athankfall office, not greatly fearing the Authors 
diſpleaſure , if you but approue my att,1 io you tothe 
enſuing matter: reiting 


Yours in deuotion,for your yertuc- 
fauouring inclination, 
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MATTH. 7. 14. 
And few there be that find it. 


T is the nature of euery man to affect 

LA] long lite here in this world, and this 

& 2] Almightie God knew well, and there- 

Ys 4] fore when he commaunded the Ifrac- 
S @ lites,that they ſhould honour thcir pa- 

rents, a asa prouocation to the performance of that du. 

tie, he propoſeth this reward vnto them, that their Exod.zo. 12. 

dayes ſhould be long inthe land which their Lord 

their God ſhould give them. Bur albeit we are def1- 

rous to liuelong, and to ſce many dayes here in this 

life, yet becauſe reaſon and experience teacherh vs, 

thatthough weliuclong,yct atonetime orother we 

(hall be difolucd i into our firſt duſt; for rerraes, F in Gen, os. 

terram reuerteris, it was God his ſentence againſt all 

fleſh, Duſt thou art , andintoduit thou ſhalt agarneve- 

tre: therefore the deſire of mansnature ſtretcheth it 

felte further, and not only content with long life here 

in this world, it affeeth alonger life, nay it affeterh 

an eternallifeinthe world to come.S.Pauls earneſt de- 

ſire was this, 1 deſire to be diſſolued,and to be with Chriſt: Philip.: .23, 

and old Symeon when he had once ſeene our Sauiour 

inthe Acth , heſung this {weete requrem to his owne 

ſoule, Lord,now let thy ſernant depart in peace . Albeit Luke 2.29. 

life were no doubt ſweete vnto theſe two Saints of 

God, yet their deſires aimed ata better thing; they 

weredefiroustochan oe corruption tor 1 incorru ption, 
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6 T he narrow way. 
mortalitie for immortalitic, a lite temporall and full 
of ſorrowes , for a life eternall and full of comfort. 
Now as this was the deſire of theſe Saints of God, fo 
nodoubt it is(or atleaſt it ſhould be) rhe defire of all 
the ſonnes of men: they ſhould nut onely content 
themſelues with the preſent poſieſſton of this lifetem- 
porall,but they ſhould hope & looke fora life tocome 
which is cternall. Burt in this it fareth with the world, 
as with thoſe old Iſraclites which came with CMoſes 
out of Kgyptzfor though they were for their number 
many thouſands, andall ofthem had a longing defire 
toenter into the land of Canaan, yet it was only gran- 
Numb.14.3s ted but ynto two of them,vnto Caleband vnto Joſuah: 
ſo in the Zgyprt of this world,in this place of palpable 
darkneſſe, though the deſires of moſt men beto enter 
intothekingdome of heauen,& to raigne with Chriſt 
for euer; yet this hcauenly bleſſing is not granted tro 
Math.20.16. all; for as Chriſt himſelfe ſaith, Many are called, but few 
are choſen,and as the way is broade,and the gate wide, 
thatleadeth to deſtruction, inthe verſe going before, 
that is,as the way of ſ1n, which leadeth men vnto hell, 
is caſte, and many there be which enter in thercart : ſo 
in the beginning of this verſe , ſtraight 75 the gate, and 
narrow is the way that leadeth vntolife , that is,a holy 
and areligious conuerſation in this world , which 1s 
the high way to leade men to the kingdome of hea- 
uen,is full of difhicultics, and as our Sauiour addeth 
in the words which I haue read, they are but few that 
find it , Toſhew you how a holy and religious con- 
uerſation inthis world,is that ſtraight gate and that 
narrow way thatleadeth vntolife,wold be a diſcourſe 
both pleaſing and profitable , but becauſe that lies 
with- 


T he narrow way. 7 
without the bounds and limits of my text, and the 
drift of my text is onely this, that few men and few 
women doe find out this way of life ; therefore the 
ſumme of my diſcourſe out of theſe words muſt be 
thus, to examine thoſe lets and hinderances, why a- 
mong ſo many as ſeeme to be inthe way of a godly 
lite, which is the way that lcadeth to eternall life, ſo 
few there be that find it, that if we haue not found 
out this way of life, ve may now ſeekatterit,and find 
it; and if we hauealready found it, that then we may 
perſcuere and continue in it. Thelets then andthe 
hinderances, why fo few there are that do finde the 
way of lite, are of two ſorts, ex parte querentis,and ex 

parte retrahentium, they either concerne our ſclues 
which are to ſecke the way, or they are ſuch as do al- 

lure vs,and withdraw vs from the ſearch of it. Hinde- | 
rances in our ſelues that are to ſeeke the way, are cſpc- 
cially theſe three:the firſt is cactt.os ratronts, the blind- 
nefle of our reaſon and vnderſtanding, which is not 
able of it ſelfe to diſcerne good from euill, the way of 
life from the way of death. The ſecond is pernerſitas 
woluntatis, the peeuiſhnefſe and peruerſneſle of our 
wils, which, albeit we diſcerne the way, refuſcth to 
walke init, And the third is defed7u perſeuerantie, a 
want of perſeuerance.Foralthough in our reaſon and 
vnderſtanding we areable to diſcerne good fr6 euill, 
the way of life from the way of death, and in our will | 
are moſt ready to apprehend it; yet for want of perſe- | 
uerance and continuance in ſo good a courſe, curri- 
ms & non comprehendimus , many of vs indeed do' 
runne,but few of vs attaine our journeys end.Oftheſe 


three therfore in their order. And firſt for the ” 
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8 The narrow way, 

. of our reaſon , which being not able todifcernethe 
way of life from the way of death, and by the fall of 
Adam prevailing ouer all the ſonnes of Adams, is the 
firſt maine let in vs, why ſo few of vs do find out this 
way of lite. 


1. Blindneſſe of reaſon. 

Thetime was, when in man there were theſe three 
things; wiſedome of heart, puritie of life, ſtrength of 
bodic: butthe ſoulc of man by the ſuggeſtion of Sa- 
than, by the delectation which the apple promilcd, 
and by the conſent which man yeelded, fell from that 
high and beautifull Trinitie. His wiſdome was turned 
into blindneſſe of heart, his ſtrength was turned into 
weakneſlſe of bodie, and the puritie of his life was 
changed into vnclcane behautour:ſo that concerning 
his ſtrength,that is now no betterthen a broken reed, 

 King.18,23 4s Rabſhakeh ſpake of Egypt; and therefore Dauid 
moſt aduiſedly in the 28. Pfalrace and 7. verſe, faid, 
T hou O Lord art my ſtrength . The puritie of his life, 
Efay 64.6, that,ſfaid Eſay, is like a ſtained and polluted cloth:and 
as for our reaſon and vnderſtanding,, it is cleane de- 
cayed in Adam . All the knowledge and vnderſtan- 
ding of man, is either morall, naturall, or logicall , all 
which three in man by ſinneare periſhed.For the end 
of morall knowledge being this,to prefer good things 
before cuill things, mans reaſon inthis 1s ſo corrupted 
that the euill things of this world, which haue butan 
appearance of good,are preferred before good things 
indeed;and the good things indeed,theyarereiected. 
1,52m-15-39. You ſhall ſec this in the example of King Sant; for to 
be honorable inthe ſight of God, being truc honour 
indeed, and to be honorable in the ſight of men, 


being 


T he narrow way. 
being bonum 4pparens, but an outward ſhadow or an 
appearance of true honour; the reaſon of King Saul 
there is ſoblinded , that he refuſeth to be honored in 
the ſight of God , and he deſireth the Prophet rather 
to honour him before the people. And whereas the 
_. end of our naturall knowledge, is to preferre thoſe 
things which are moſt profitable for the vic of man; 


3 


our reaſon for the moſt part is ſo blinded herein, that 

we preferre in our iudgements the things that are 

moſt hurtfull. And laſtly, whereas the end of our logi- 

call or diſcourſing reaſon, is to diſcerne truth fro falf- 

hood, vanitiefromdies; this likewiſe 1s ſo corrupted in 
vs,that we all,as the Prophet Dazzd ſaith, tollow vani- Pfal.4.z. 
tie,and ſecke afterleafing : fo that man hauing thus 
wonderfully loſt his reaſon wherein he was created, 

that which God ſpake in an Ironie concerning man, 

the very beaſtsof the earth may ſay,and ſay truly, Mas ce.;.z.. 
{s become like one of 35and they haue their warrant for 

it out of the 49.Pſalme,and laſt verſe, an being in 

honour underſtood nat, but is like the beaſts that periſh: 

nay in this he is farre worſe then the brute beaſts, for -,. . 
the Oxe knowes his owner, and the Aſſe his maſters crib, 

but Iſrael hath not known,my people hath not underſtood. 

Mans reaſon without Gods grace, is euen as Sampſon 
without his guide when his cyes were out, without ludg.16.25. 
whoſe direion he could not finde the pillars of the 
houſe;nor can the natural & carnal man find any pillar 
or principle of his faith, without Gods grace guiding 
his ſteps to it. Salomon (aith in the fourth of Fecleſtaſles 
and tenth verſe, Yzſoli, Wo be vnto bim that is alone: 
and in this it is moſt true, for if mans reaſon be with- 


out Godsgrace to guide it,wo be ynto it; it fals _ 
B ; an 
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9 T he narrow way. 
and there is none to helpe it vp:and therefore our Sa- 
uiour makes a manifeſt diſtinftion betweene theſe 
two, Gods grace,and mans reaſon, in that ſpeech of 
Mat.16.17. his to Peter: Bleſſed art thou Symon the ſonne of lonas,for 
fleſh and bloud hath not renealed this vnto thee , but my 
Father which is in heauen. It was not fleſh and bloud, ir 
was not naturall and carnall reaſon , but Gods grace 
from aboue guiding his reaſon , that made Peter lay 
hold vpon Chriſt the way of life,and made Chriſt to 
pronounce him bleſſed. Therefore a littleaftcr, when 
as Gods graceand mans reaſon were ſeparated , and 
that Peter with carnall perſwaſtons ſought to dehort 
Chriſt from his paſſion, Sir, pittie thy ſelfe, this ſhall not 
be unto thee: Chriſt then biddeth him avant , not by 
the name of Peter,or the ſonne of 10n45,01 Cephas, but 
of Sathan himſelf, Come behind me Sathan, Peters rea- 
ſon was then alone, andthelight of Gods grace had 
withdrawne her influence, and therefore no maruel] 
ifhis counſel! were ſixch,as was both againſt his owne 
and againſt the worlds ſaluation. The Prophet Dauid 
was well acquainted with this blindnefſe of mans rea. 
fon, and therefore he doth vtterly reiect it as his guide 
inthe way of life, and betakes himſelte wholy to the 
"at 143-19: guidance of Gods good ſpirit : Let thy good Spirit,0 
Lord,leade me into the way of righteonſneſſe:and Plal.27. 
Plal.27.1, Thou,0 Lord, art my light and my ſaluation : my light 
_ againſt ignorance, my ſaluation againſt impotencie: 
andin the 119.Pſalme,Giue me vnaerftanding O Lord, 
and 1 ſhall keepe thy law . For as it was not poſſible for 
Exodr,, The [lraclites to paſſe through the red ſea, if God by a 
ſpecial] miracle had not preyared their &ay,and made 


paſſage for the?m:ivfor manto paſſe from the wayes 
of 


yerl. p &S. 


Chryſoſt.how1, 
40,47 Math, a 
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T8 narrow way, 'r 
of death v/.5o ne wayes of life, from the waycs of (in 
tothe waycs of righteouſnes, without the ſpeciall nic. 
diation and helpe of diuine grace it is not poſſible. 
This grace is that which is allin all vnto vs, and of this | 
may thatof our Sautourbe moſt truly verified, With- 1, .,., 
out me,you can ao nothing. This is preueniens, cooperans, Fulgent. de 
ſabſequens, it preucnteth vs,that when we are downe 274: ad Me- 
we may riſe vp, it accompanicth vs to vphold vs in*” m 
our right courſe, and it muſt ſtil follow vs til we come 
tothoſeecternall beatitudes . For can we promiſe any 
more to our ſelues in finding out this way of life, then 
Dauidin the 119.Plalme?1 will runne © Lord(ſaith he) 
the way of thy commaundements, when thou haſt ſet my 
heart at libertze, Can werunne with our feete, before 
our heart be prepared?or can we runne with our heart 
before God hadenlargedit? Can we runne the way 
without the way, which is Chriſt Ieſus, a way which 
we cannot ſee, til] oureyes be cnlightened ? not fo: 
but when as God ſhall haue opened the eyes of our 
ynderſtanding,then with D4au:d may we ſeethe won- 
derfull things of Gods law, and then with him may 
we runne the way of his commandements, when as 
God ſhall haueſet our hearts atlibertie. Butbefore,we 
do all(euen the beſt of vs)lie lame,and impotent, like 
the cripple at the poole of Betheſda: all the dayes and lotn g.,, 
yeares of qurtimes are ſpent like his without the eaſe 
of our infirmities, and the vertue of the waters of life 
like thoſe waters in that poole,can neuer comfort vs. 
Seeino therefore that mans reaſon, ſince the fall ofour 
firſt father Adam, is ſocleaneperiſhed and decayed 
in it ſelfe,that of it ſelfe itis not able to make choſe of 


that whichis good, it remaineth foratruth,that vn- 
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Jeſſe Gods grace doaccompanie mans reaſon, asthe 
Angel did Toby,8 do go betorcit as the ſtarre did be- 
fore the wiſe men vnto Chriſt; man ſhal never be able 
to walke in the way, nay heſhall neuer beable to find 
outthe way that ſhold leade him vnto life but he (hal 
goon like a naturall and carnall man in that broade 
beaten path which leadeth vnto death. So that you 
ſee mans reaſon, being not able to diſcerne good 
fromeuill, the way of life from the way of death, and 
by the fall of Adam preuailing ouer all the ſonnes of 
Adam,obconemaineletin vs , why fo few of vs do 
find out this way of life. 
| 2. Pernerjneſſe of will. 
Butletvs grant that mans reaſon were ſuch in him, 
andſo well reified , as that he could difcernegood 
from cuill, the way of life from the way of death;yet 
is there aſecond let & impediment in man,and thatis 
peruerſitas voluntatts,the peeuiſhneſle,the perucrines 
of his will.It was the error ofthe old Manichees, and 
itis atthis day the practiſe of many prophane Chriſti- 
ans,cuermoreto caſt their ſinnes vpon Godzexcuſing 
themſelues, and accuſing him as the author of their 
iniquities; but the Scriprures are all directly againſt 
this;foras they make Godto be theſole cauſe and au- 
_ thorofall happineſſe and good that befalleth man:ſo 
do they make man the ſole cauſe and author of all euil 
that betides himſclfe. Itis Gods owne ſpeech in the 
Hoſea. 13.9. Prophet, Perditiotuaex teo Iſrael, ſalusex mes O Iſrael 
thy ſaluation s from me, butthy deſtruttion andruine 
fromthy ſelfe, As ſomelocks there are, which will lock 
without a key , but without akey they neuercan be 
opened;ſo withouta key,lmeane without any other 
MEancs 
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meanes then their owne proper finnes, men may 
ſhut vp the the gates of Gods kingdome againſt the- 
ſclues; but without thekey of Gods mercy and graci- 
ous goodneffe tothem, it neuer can be opened, And 
as the Magitians of king Pharaoh had indeed power Erxod.7. 
to bring plagues into the land of Agypr, but had no 
power to remouetheplagues thence:ſo men of them 
{elues may be theauthors of death vntothemſclues, 
butto giue vnto themſelues cither the life of grace,or 
thelifeofglory,they haue noability. God is ſofarre 
from barring vp the gate of his kingdom againſt any, 
that he ſetterh it wide open vnto all; 1w1ill not the death 
of a ſinner, but that he lie & be ſaued;8& inthe Goſpel, 
Come wvnto me all yee that labor, and are heauy laden,and Mab.n.:8, 
I will refreſh you;bur ſuch is the peruerſeneſle of mans 
will, ſuch the obſtinacy and rebellion of his corrupt 
nature, that though God doth offer grace,yct mi wil 
not acccpt it, though he do as it were chalke him out 
the way that ſhould leade him vnto life , yet he will 
not walke init , yea though he lay before him the 
crowne of eternall glory , as his reward and recom- 
pence,yet will he take no labouror paine for it. Ifthen 
man by following the ſway of his crooked & corrupt 
will, and by reiecting the good meanes which God 
oiueth for his ſaluatio, do eternally periſh, let him not 
lay the fault vpon God,but vpon his owne peeuiſh 8 
peruerſe will. You ſhall ſee thetruth of this by a moſt 
familiar example,and yet ſuch a one,as a whole gene- 
rall Councell hath thought fit for the illuſtration Eo [alonicn. 
it. Iftwo men ſhould fall out of a ſhip, and there were 
no way to ſaue them but by caſting forth a rope vnto 


them whereby they mightbe drawne vp; it oneof 
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them ſhall lay holde of it and bedrawne vp, butthe 
other in the peeuiſhnes and peruerſnes of his will ſhall 
refuſe the meanes of his deltuerance; isitnort a cleare 
caſe that he which layes hold vp6 the rope,is ſaued by 
the great kindneſle of him that threw itout, but the 0- 
ther which obſtinatly retuſerh it, periſheth by his own 
perucrſe will. Euen thus and no otherwiſe doth the 
caſe ſtand with vs; for by one mi fin hath entred into 
the world, and wearcall caſt out as it were from that 
arke of innocency in which we were created: But be- 
hold the great mercy of God vnto man, he caſteth 
forth(if I may ſo ſpeake)arope to ſaue vs, he hath ſent 
lobn.3.16. his ſonne into the world , That whoſoeuer beleencth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but haxe enerlaſting life. If then 
thou doſtlay hold vpon this meanes of thy ſaluation, 
by the hand of a liuely faith, thou muſt acknowledge 
God tobe theauthor thereof, but if in theperuerſnes 
ofthy will thou doſt refuſe it , then thy periſhing, it 
proceedeth from thy ſelfe, from thy obſtinate and re- 
bellious will. This Saint Auffin knew to be moſt true, 
and therefore he was bold to ſay, Non eff od Deus 
entequam peccator homo : God neuer doth become a pu- 
niſher, till man firſt becomes a (inner, and weſee it to be 
1.$4.15-25. true in that ſpecch of Samuel vnto Saul, thou haſt wil- 
fully caſt away the Lord , andih ( faith Samuel) # the 
cauſe of thy reiettion , why the Lord hath caſt away thee. 
This peruerſnes of will was that,which inthe daics of 
our Saujor kept the people of the ewes from finding 
the way of life,and this is that which in theſedayes of 
the Goſpel keepes many of vs fro finding ie. As Chriſt 
 Maka+ 2, {aid vntoth@,ſo may he notas truly ſay vnto vs, ©#0- 
3:37. y y 1y » 2 
ties volui ſed noluiftis* How often wold I but you wold not? 


hath 
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hath not God(to vſe that ſpeech in the Goſpel)piped Luke.7.32. 
vnto you by vs, and you haue notdanced? hathnot _ 
he mourned vnto you by vs, and you haue not wept? 20543 % 
haue not we the Prophets, by the appointmet of our 
maiſter Chriſt, layed the ſtaffe of Gods iuſtice and 
Gods mercy vpon you that are deadin {inne,as Gehe- 

27 did his maiſters ſtaffe on the dead child, and like 
him you are notreuiued 7 hath not God called carly 
and late vnto you (as vnto his people the Iewes) for , 
anabſolute relinquiſhment of finne: hath he not cry- 
ed ( cuen out ofthis place ) by the ſhrilleſt trumpets 
that ourland had, to magiſtrates,do iuſtly.to officers, 
live not by bribes, to citizens, gaine notby vſury,to 
country gentlemen, grow not great by your poore 
neighbours oppreſſion, to all, do vnto others as you 
would be done vnto? Verily all this hath God done 
to bring vs to the wayes of life,but with very bad ſuc- 
ceſſe;for ſo voluntary an oppoſition there is betweene 
mans peruerſe will,and this holy wil of God,that ini- 
ny hath the chaire ſtill,triuing writs are in moſt of- 
ces,Mammon is the cityzens God, and the morter, 
I may not ſay of al, but of many of your goodly buil- 
dings abroad, arc tempered with the teares of Or- 
phanes. In this man reignes pride, in that man difſen- 
tion,in athird enuy,in a fourth difſimulation,in ſome 
bribery, in ſome periury,and in moſt hypocriſtc; yea 
the whole land is couered with a flud of {inne, as the 
old world witha flud of waters,and men ſwim vpand 
downe in it like fiſhes inthe ſea, by the motion of 
their owne paſſions : ſo that that ſpeech which God 
taketh vp againſt the Tews,he may fitly rake vp againſt 


vs,and ſay , I hauelaboured topurge thy ag 
ut 
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but thou art not purged. God hath called tothe carnal 
man to forſake his beaſtly pleaſures, to the couetous 
man to relinquiſh his inſatiable deſires, tothe drun- 
ken man to forbeare barrelling vp Gods creatures in 
his belly, to theblaſphemers toleaue their ſwearing, 
tothe hypocrites to leaue difſembling , to all of vs to 
leaue ſinning, and torunne the way of his comman- 
dements herein carth,that hereafter we might receiue 
a crowne of gloric in heauen : but what hath bin our 
anſwer? ſurely from the frowardneſſe of ourhearts, 
and from the obſtinate rebellion of our peruerſe wils, 
we haue cried with Pharaoh, 2utseft Dominus? Who 
# theLord,that we ſhould ſerue him? or the God of Tacob, 
that we ſhould regard him? It therefore weare deſirous 
to haue this peruerſneſle of our wil remoued from vs, 
which we know in moſt of vs to bea great meanes to 
keepevs from the wayes of life, then our beſt courſe is 
euermore to ſublect our wils ynto the will of God. 
Now the ſubiecting of our will vnto Gods will, con- 


pemardſerm. {1ſteth in theſe three: firſt that we abſolutely will thoſe 


contra peſſimis things which we certainly know God willeth 


vighum mgrd- 
titudns, 


; then 
that weabſolutely nil thoſe things which we certainly 
know God nilleth : and laſtly, that in thoſe things 
whereof we are vncertaine whether God doth will or 
nill them, neither muſt we altogether will them, nei- 
ther muſt we altogether refuſe them : & ſo ſubieRing 
cuery way our will vato the will of God, this peruerſ- 
neſle of will, which in moſt of vs is a ſecond letto keep 
vs from finding the way of life, will be remoued. 
3. Want of perſeucrance. 

Many there be which are willing and deſirous to 

attain eternal life, bur yet they wiltake no pains in the 


perfor- 
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performance of Gods commandements, not ynlike 
vato Na4man thc Syrian, who comming to the Pro= 
pher to be cured of his leaproſie,and the Prophet wil- 
ling him onely to waſh in Iordan ſeuen times and he 
ſhould be cleane; he ſtomaketh the matter, and brea- 
keth out into theſe words, 7 thoneht((aith he)that he 
wold haue come out Unte me, and haue called on the name 
of his God, and hauc layed his hands wpon me, and ſo 1 
Jhould be healed. Here are three things which Naamars 
would haue done forhim: firſt he will haue the Pro- 
phet to come forth : ſecondly, to call vypon his God: 
thirdly to lay his hands vpon him ; but inthe meane 
time there is not the leaſt paines mentioned to be yn- 
dertaken by himſelfe . And ſurely looke how it was 
with Naaman in the curing of his leaprous body; fo it 
is with moſt of vs in the curing of our leaprous ſoules: 
we will haue God to do all for vs, but we will do no- 
thing for our ſelues;our defireYhall be as great for the 
cleanſing of our leaprous ſoules , as Naamans was for 
the cleanſing of his leaprous bodie:but if it once come 
vnto this, thou muſt waſh thy ſelfe in Iordan feuen 
times, that is,thou muſt bathe thy finfull ſoule in the 
poole of repentance, and enter in at the ſtraight gate 
ofa holy and religious life ; then with Naamazn we fall 
to murmuring,and we ſticke not to ſay in effet as he 
ſaid,that we looke for a more caſte kind of cure in our 
conuerſion. Butler vs grant that we are willing to per- 
forme whatſoeuer is preſcribed vntovs forthe finding 
of this way of life, yet vnleſſe we doperſcuere and 
continue cuen vnto the end in that courſc,it is to ſmal 


2 Kiog.s, 


purpoſe. Tohaue the Arke of God for a while, did :.5am.s, 


more endanper the Philiſtines then benefite them: 
C and 


2.Pct.2.21. 


Alath,2o.s. 


Reuel.2.19. 


| 


| 
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and ſo for men to ſerue God fora while in a vertuous 
and religious courle of life, will more hurt then helpe 
them; for better itis not to haue knowne the way of 
truth, then not to perſiſt in it; and farre more happie 
are thoſe mien, who haue not entred at all into the 
wayes of life,then 1udas ang ſuch wicked ones as he, 
whoſe ends are worſe then their beginnings. We do 
reade in the Goſpell, that ſome men came into the 
vineyard inthe morning, andthat ſome came in at 
noone, but none of theſe did recejue the reward but 
ſuch as ſtayed vntill night ; to giue vsto vnderſtand, 
that they are not tia Chriſtianorum, ſed fines, not the 
good beginnings, but the good endings of Chriſtians 
which the Lord crowneth. The Church of Thyatira 
in the Reuelation, is much commended for this ver- 
rue: 1 know thy faith, and thy workes, axd thy lone , and 
that thy laſt workes are more then thy firſt : andthe con- 
cluſion of the Epiſtle vnto that Church, andot all the 
other Epiſtles is this;not he that drawes his ſword,not 
he that fighteth the battcls of the Lord , not he that 
ſpends his bloud and after fainteth, but he that perſe- 
uereth and continucth to the end,ſhall cate of the tree 


Zern-£1iſt.129 of life. For without perſcuerance nec qu? pugnat vitto- 


Luke 17.31, 


Epijl.2. 


riam,nec palmam victor conſequitur , neither he which 
fighteth the Lords bartels againſt finne and Sathan 
can haue the victory, nor he which oucrcometh can 
hauc the crowne of glorie. It is a notable remem- 
brance which our Sauiour Chriſt giveth vs in the 
Goſpell from the example of Lots wife , and which 
Saint Bernard amplificth very fitly to this purpoſe, 
eMementowvxoris Loth, ae Sodoma quidem eiecte, quia 
Deo creaidit, ſed in via mutate, quia retro aſpexit : Re- 

member 
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member Lots wife, how ſhe was brouzht indeed ont of So- 
dome, becauſe ſhe beleeued God , but was changed bythe 
way into 4 pillar of (alt , becauſe ſhe looked backe . God 
hath commaunded vs as he did Lot and his wife,that 
wee ſhould come out of Sodome, that is , that we 
ſhould forſake our ſinnes, and not ſo much as looke 
back vntofinne, butrunne in haſt till we come into 
heauen which is our Zoar.If theretore with Lots wite 
we wil looke backe in our way tothe pleaſantneſle of 
ſinne, we ſhall be ſure with her to taſt the bitterncſle 
of her puniſhment, foras ſhe,vb: reſpex:t,cbireman- Gep.1g.26 
fit, where ſhe looked backe,there ſhe ſtood ſtill, and 
camenot vnto Zoar where herlite ſhould hart bene 
ſaued:ſo if once we haue abandoned (inne, which is 
the broade way that leadeth vnto death, and haue en- 
tred into a holy and religious courſe, which is this nar- 
row way that leadeth vnto life, if then with Lots wite 
wego not forward, but looke backward to our former 
delights of fin, it is impoſſible for vs to come to Zoar, 
that is vnto heauen, where our ſoules and bodies 
ſhould be ſaued.They are our Sauitour Chriſt his own 
words,in the ninth of Lake and the laſt verſe, No man 
putting his hand unto the plough and looking backe, is fit 
for the kingdome of God. The [ſ{raclites were comman- Ex04.16.25. 
ded,not once ina moneth,nor onceina weeke, but c- 
ucry day to gather Manna, except vpon the Sabboth 
day ; toteach them and to teach vs,that till ſuch time 
45 we come vnto that eternall Sabboth of our everla- 
ſting reſt in heauen, we muſt neuer ſtand ſtill inthe 
way of a godly life, but cuery day begoing forward. 
Apelles poſie was,Nwlla dies ſine linea, Let no day paſſe 
from me without drawing one line at the leaſt: and T itus 
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Sucton.inTit, the Emperor was wont to ſay.that he had loſt that day 


Amici, diem 
perdidemis. 
Ezech.47.4. 


Mark 4.28. 


Pla lib.vlt. 


; 1.San.6, 


in which he did no good . As the waters in Ezechiel 
roſe by degrees,firſt tothe ankles,then vnto the knees, 
then vnto the loines,and laſtly to the head; and as the 
wheate which Chriſt ſpeakes of, grew vp riperand ri- 
per, firſt there was a blade, then the care, then the full 
corne,and laſtly came the harueſt: ſo like thoſe waters 
we muſt grow higher and higher , till we come ynto 
our head Chriſt; andlike that wheare we myſtgrow 
riper and riper,til we come to the harueft which is the 
end of the world. There isin Perſ1aa ſtone called Sele- 
rites, cuins interior candor cum Luna creſcit e+ decreſcit, 
wholetnward whitenefle increaſeth and decreaferh 
as the Moone, The deuotion of Chriſtians muſt not 
be like this ſtone, fill changing, and continuing no 
longer in one moode then a ſparrow lights vpon the 
ground ,; but we muſtproceed inthe way of righ- 
teouſneſſe, euen as Abraham went to Canaan, 

that is, we muſt eundo pergere, ſtillbe going; and as 
thoſe kine of the Philiſtines which bare the Arke of 
God, though they were milch,& had caluesathome, 

yet withoutturning cither to the right orleft hand, 

they kept on their way to Bethſhemeſh : fo hauing 

once ioyried ourſelues vnto the yoke of Chrift , and 

bcaring thearke of his law vpon ourſhoulders in the 

way of a vertuous life, though we haue many allure- 

ments to draw vs backezasthoſe kine had their calues; 
yet without turning citherto the right orlefthand,we 
muſt keepe our way to Bethſhemelſh, that is,vnto the 
houſe of the Sunne(for ſo the word fignifteth)where 
the Sonof God raigneth. Inthe 13.of Saint Matthew, 
the kingdome of God is deſcibed mthis manner; 
H 
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It is 45 4 2rain of Muſterdſeedattirſt the leaſt of al ſeeds; Mathaz.zr, 
but when amanhath ſowne itin his field, it becometh 
firſt an herbe,then the greateſt of herbs, thirdly a tree, 
laſtly the birdes makearbours and ſhadesin the bowes 
of it. Now why ſhould the kingdome of God be 
compared vnto this ſecede which 1s ſtill increaſingr ve- 
rily no betterrealon can be giuen for itthen this, that 
we mayall learne, not toſtand {till in our Chriſtian 
growth, butto preſcucreand go on from grace vnto 
orace, till we become pertect men in Chriſt Teſus, 
As the ſtar neuer ceaſed going , till it came vnto the 14... 
houſe where Chriſt was: ſo if we be once entred into =» 
the way ofa holy and religious life, we muſt neuer 
ſtand ſtil], but continue ſtill going, till we come vnto 
heauen where God is. If we haue faith, wemuſt then 
0 from faith to faithzif we haue loue, we muſt conti- 
nueand abide in loue; it we haue zeale,we muſt labor 
tobe conſumed with zcale; it we gine almes,we muſt 
ooaſtcp further, and giue it with chearfulneſſe; and 
as God hath continueda chaine of his good graces xems,e. 
vnto vs , firſtby predeſtinating, ſecondly by calling, 
thirdly by iuſtifying , fourthly by glonfying vs : ſo 
muſt we continue a chain of our graces towards God, 
by giuing al diligence,as the Apoſtle Saint Peter ſpea- , _. 
k eth,to toine vertue with our faith,and with our ver- mel 
tue knowledge, and with our knowledge teperance, 
and with our remperance patience,and with our pati- 
ence godlineſſe.and neuer leaue ioyning thelinkes of 
that golden chiaine there ioyned, till our bodies and 
ſoules come to be difioined. But(beloued)it the want 
of any vertue is tobe lamented inthisage, it isthe 


want of this vertue of all vertues, perſcucrance. For 
C3 if 
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if we takea view of all eſtates of men , euen from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, ſhall we nor be lo far fro finding 
any increaſe or growthin Chriſtian duties, any going 
forward in the way of righteouſnefle from grace vnto 
Indies efiia Brace, and from ſtrength vnto ſtrength, that we ſhall 
in gr agi- Tather finde an vniverlall falling away and defection 
cola in them? Is there notnow (as S. Cyprian iuſtly com- 
02p.c08.meme. plained in his time)adaily detectis in the world, both 
of men,and of mens manners: I thcrenot a defeion 
of the husbandman in the field, of the marriner at 
the ſea,of citizens in townes , of towaſemen in villa- 
ges?ls there not adefection of innocency in the court, 
of iuſtice in iudgement, of concord in friendſhip, of 
workmanſhip in arts,of diſcipline in manners? Where 
is that zeale vnto the word, that hunger & thirſt after 
the waters of the wel of life,chat was wontto be amog 
vs? Doweſtill chirſt after theſe waters of the well of 
»Sam.zz. life, as Danid forthe waters of the well of Bethlemz 
Nay ratherare we not come vnto that fulneſſeand ſi- 
Numb. 11.7. tjctie, that we euen loath theſe waters of life, as Iſrael 
loathed Manna: If it werenot ſo,then ſhould we not 
ſee ſo many in all places to loue better the threſholds 
of their doores, andtheir benches in aleboothes, then 
they loue the courts and ſeates of the Lords temple. 
The time was when with gladneſle we have receiucd 
| this word vpon al occaſtons,and entertained tkis hca. 
+-King.17. yenly food of our ſoules(as £1125 foode for his body) 
with all thinkfulneſſc, euen then, when ablacke Ra- 
uen hath brought it vnto vs, I meane men but mean- 
ly qualified. Bur now vnto lo low an ebb? is our zeale 
and deuotion come,that though Angels from heauen 
bring it, meanemen excellently qualified, andab'e 
lufficicntly 
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ſufhciently to performe the worke of right faithful 
Euangeliſts,yet men reicct it,nay which is worle,they 
euen reſolue with Ahab notart all tro heare Mzchea;not 1.King.22, 
becauſe Michea propheſicth euill vnto them and not 
good, but becauſe Mzichea is nota preacher qualified z,Kin.r 3.14 
inall points according totheir humours. But to leaue 
our loue vnto the word, let vs deſcend vnto our loue 
to thoſethat labor in the word , and for which loue 
many places in this land haue bene much commen- 
ded. True itis, wehaucbin as affectionate vnto them 
as king 10.25 wasto Elizews, aſcribing more vnto them 
forthe good of the whole land,then to al our chariots 
and our horſmen. ris true, we haue entertained them 
as the Galathians did Saint Paul,not onely as the An- 
gels of God,butas Icſus Chriſt himſelfe,yea we haue 
given no lefſe honour vnto them , then the men of Sal4.13. 
Lyſia vnto Barnabas & Paul, freely coteſſing of theſe, 
as they confeſſed ofthem,that gods werecome down A.14.11. 
vnto vs 1n thelikenefſe of men. I adde yet more, [that 
you may ſee vnto whata fearctull relapſe we are now 
in this age come,) that double honor both of coun- ,,,;,;, wm 
tenance,and maintenance, (of countenance tor their !locum.l.z. 
place, of maintenance for their ſeruice ) which wy 
that labour in the wordare worthy of, faith S. Paul: , Tim, 5, 
this double honour haue we yeclded and offered vn- 14. 
tothemas their ducin the ampleſt manner, But haue 
we ſocontinued, haue we perſeucred in this Joue? I 
muſt be faithful in my maiſters houſe with Moſes,and 
ſpeakeatruth without flattery;l ſay boldly inthefeare 
of God concerning this, as the Angell ſaith vntothe | 
Church ofEpheſus;weare becomechangelings,and ,,.. 


haueloſt our former loue, For firſt for countenance; 
now 


2'King 4- 


lohn 5.6, 


2.Sam.5 Is 


Nechem, 13 , 
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now euery vpſtart that hath ſcraped but a little pelfe 


together by the patchings of his braine,will be deadly 
oppoſite vnto noman more then to Gods miniſter. 
And as for maintenance, the time indeed was,when 
with the good Shunamite you haue prouided for E- 
lizs a chamber,a {toole,a table,anda candleſticke,and 
hauc come vnto the Prophets,as Chriſt vatothelame 
man at the poole of Betheſda, is ſan fieri? wilt thou 
be maintained? wilt thou be beneficed ? But now fo 
are the times,and with the times ſo are men changed, 
that you take from Elias his chamber, his'ſtoole, his 
table,and his candleſtick. You do come vnto the Pro- 
phets,notas Chriſt to the man before mentioned,Y/7s 
ſanus fieri? wilt thou be beneficed: bur as Indzs to the 
high Pricſt,when he ſold his maſter, 2uid mihi dabitis 
& eco tradamwobis? what will you giue me andI will 
give you a preſentatio?: And _ the viſible iudg- 
mentof God be ypon ſuch ſacriledge, for it thriucs 
with them as the Arke of God among thePhiliſtines, 
and as the fleſh which an Eagle ſometime cariced from 
analtar to her neſt;a coale of Gods wrathfull indigna- 
tion is caried with it, which in time conſumeththem 
and their yong:though I fay,this viſible iudgement of 
God beypon ſuchſacriledge,yet the cies in our heads 
may faile with the expectation of that day, when the 
chambers of the Lord his houſe which Tobzah the 
Ammonite hath ſeized into his hands,ſhold bereſto- 
redagaine to their ancientinſtitution forthe mainte. 
nance of the Leuites . What ſhould I ſpeake in parti- 
cularof that ſtedfaſtneffe in faith , that modeſtic in 
words, that vprightneſſe in ourattions, thatmercie 
in our works,that diſcipline in our manners, that loue 


and 
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and ynitic among neighbours and brethren,which in 
the Primitiue Church was the glory of the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, and in ſome good meaſure hath heretofore bin 
ſeene among vs: Verily our coldneſle inall theſe,as in 
the former, isa plaine demonſtration, thar albeit we 
hauc layedour hands vnto the plough ofthe beſt huſc 
bandry in the whole world, yet we hauc looked back; 
and albeit we haue made ſome {mall entrance intothe 
way of a vertuous lite, yet we haue ſtarted aſide,and 

fallen from it again for want of perſeuerance.To draw 
this then to a concluſion. It we looke ypon all the ſons 
of Adam,who are bound by the commaundement of 
God to ſecke after the way of life, and in them if we 
wel conſider,firſt the blindnefle of theirreaſon,which 
15 not able of it ſ{elfe without Godsaſliſting grace, to 
diſcerne the way of life from the way of death : ſe. 
condly the peruerſneſſe and obſtinacie of their wils, 
which albeit they know the way, yetrefuſerh to walk 
in it:and laſtly their back-fliding and want of perſeue- 
rance, when haply they haue begun ; if (I ſay) we 
conſider all theſe, bearing ſway for the moſt part 
with moſt of Adams ſonnes,we may then ſay, and ſay 
truly , euen as our Saujour Chriſt faith in my text, 

T hey are few (yea very few) that do find the way of life. 

Now as this 15 a manifeſt and certaine truth, that 
there be few that do find the way of life, if we con- 
ſider the hinderances in our ſelues that ſecke the way; 
ſo in the next place, if we ſhalltake aview of thoſe 
things which do rerrabere, which do allure vs and 
withdraw vs from the ſcarch of this way, it will ap- 
peare more plaine vnto vs. The thingsthen which do 


vſually detaine and keepe vs backe from the ſearch of 
D this 
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this way of life, are theſe three old andancient ene- 
mies of man, Mundus,Caro, Diabolus : the world, the 
fleſh, the diuell : and theſe three hauing drawne as 
many men vnto their part,as the Dragon drew the 
ſtarres of heauen with his taile, Reuclat. 12.4. itmuſt 
needs follow thattheirnumber ſhould be very ſmall 
that go on inthe way of life. I wil touch them all three 
in their order, and giue you ſuch caueats out of Gods 
booke againſt each of them,that if we be once entred 
intothe way ofa godly life, which is the narrow way 
that muſt leade vs to cternall life , neither the world 
with his inticemets,northe fleſh with heralluremets, 
nor the diuell with his ſuggeſtions vnto finne, ſhall be 
able to withdraw vs from 1t. Firſt then for the world, 
whichis the firſt enemy that oppoſeth vs in the way 
of life. 
The World. 

The tribes of Rubex and Gad being allured by the 
beauty and fatneſle of the ground on this ſide Iordan, 
thought che land of Canaan in goodnefle to be farre 
inferiour to1t, and therefore they did ſet vp their reſt 
there, and would go no further: and thus it is with 
moſt men, whoare or ſhould be in this world trauel- 
Jers vnto the kingdome of heaucn.For when they ſee 
the beautie and fatnes of this world wherin they liue, 
andrhatthar is true of it which the citizens of Tericho 
ſaid once to Eliſha concerning their citie: Behold, the 
fituation ofthe place js faire,and the ground pleafant; 
therefore with thoſe two tribes of Gadand Rubenthey 
wil go no further;but as Perey ſaid in the moſit beho]- 
ding Chriſts glory,ſo ſay they beholding the glorie of 
this world, Bon# eſt eſſe hic, It is 800d for vs tobe here. 
And 
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And indeed as Y7Zſſesſouldiers hauing once taſted of Hom. 0S/: 
that poiſonous cup which the Lotor phagr gaue vnto P5497: 
them, they were neuer after deſirous to go into their 

owne country:ſo the greateſt part of men in the world 

being poifoned as it were with the pleaſures and de. 

lights of it, they dcfire to hauetheir reſidence ſtill in 

this life, & they neuer looke after that way that ſhould 

bring them to cternallife. This the Apoſtle Saint 10h 

knew very well, and therefore to withdraw the affe- 

tions of inen trom the inticements of the world, he 
giucth this counſcll, Love not the world. Vpon which 524% 2.13 
words of the Apoltle,Saint'Bernard maketh this que- Serm. im 
ſtion, Ys noſſe quis (it qui ailzgit mundum ? Wilt thou *2% Terri. 
know who it is that doth loue the world? then marke poet 
(faich he) wharthe Apoſtle addeth, Lowe not the world 

nor the things of theworld; as it he had ſaid, they that 

loue the things of the world, they are thoſe that loue 

the world, and inlouing them,they are drawne from 

the wayes of life: for,amoy rerum terrenarum wiſcus eff 15-0. ; 
ſpiritualium pennarum : The loue of caithly things is Mar.ſerm.z3. 
euen as birdlime tothe ſpirituall wings of mens ſoules 

thatrhey cannot mount to heauen. Andas the ſpirit 

of God making Dauidapt and hit for the gouernment 

ofthe kingdome,was not vpon Dawid till the ſame ſpi- r $am.1s, 
rit was departed from Sazl: fo the ſpirituall bleſſings 

and graces of God cannot poflibly reſt vypon men, till 

ſuch time as the loue of this world is departed from 

them. And thcrefore our Sautour in the Goſpell very 

firly anſwereth the man that was deſirous to follow 

him but to make a worldly gaine by that profeſſion, 

The foxes haue their holes, and the birds of the atretheir 1,1. , x, 


neſts, but the Son of man hath not where to reſt hy head: 
D 2 mea- 
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meaning that worldly affections and deſires had taken 
vp the poſſeſſion of his heart,and that therefore there 
wasnor0ome in his heartfor the ſon of man to lodge 
in.Now if you would know of me what the things of 
the world are which vſually withdraw moſt of vs fro 
the wayes of life, becauſe to ſpeake thus of the world 
«Ep.toh.2.x6 1 100 generall, Ianſwer from the Apoſtle Saint Nohy, 
they arcambition and pride of the world , luſt and 
concupiſcence of the fleſh , couetouſneſſe and inſa- 
tiable deſire of filthy Iucre; theſe 3. Ambition , Luſt, 
& Couctouſneſſe , which are not of the Father but of 
the world.theſe are the chiefe things of the world, 8 
vnto which al other worldly things may be rcfcrred, 
which withdraw vs from the way of lite. You ſhal ſee 
the truth of all theſe together in one chapter, Luke 14. 
Where when acertain man had madea great ſupper, 
and bad many, (vnder whom is ſhadowed out God 
the Father inuiting men vnto the banquet of grace in 
this life,and ſo conſequently vnto thateternall ſupper 
of glory in the world to come : ) the fiſt excuſed 
himſelfe thus,that he had boughta farme; in which, 
ſay the expoſitors,arctaxed the ambitious men of this 
world, whoſe whole delight is to gather farmes and 
Lordſhips into their hands,to be accounted Kings on 
earth. Theſeconcs excule is, that he had bought a | 
yoke of oxcn,in which are taxed the couctous inen, 
whoſe whole time of life is ſpent and employcd in 
nothing elſe but in bargaining to get money, And the 
third mans an{weris, that he had marieda wife,and 
therefore he could not com;by which we ſee,that car- 
nall concupiſcence is a great hinderance vnto men in 


following the way of life.But of thatby it {ele anone: 
[ 
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I will now amplific a little the other two in this firſt 
branch of the world. Firſt then for the ambitious at- 
fefation of worldly honors. 
Ambition. 

In that the diuel! in the fourth of Matthew did 
feeke to perſwade our Sautour Chriſt to fall downe . 
and to worſhip him , by promiſing him the king- 
domes of the world, itis a cleare demonſtration,con- 
ſidering the wiſedome of the diucll, that honourand 
preterment is able to draw men out of the right way; 
tor although this temptation did not preuaile with 
Chriſt who was both God and man, yetithath,and 
doth,8 wil preuaile with men.Our mother Ewah had 
honor and royalty enough, the was lady of Paradife, 
and not onely of Paradile, but ofall the carth belides; 
and yerneithcr the earth nor Paradiſe can.content her 
mind,butſhe mult citherbe $7mzlz alty1mo, ike vnto ge, 
the moſt hizh, ſhe muſt bethe Queene of heauen, or 
ſhe will breake the commandement of God. Did not 
this thinke you, worke ſtrongly vpon Balaam,when it Numb.2 
madehim ſaddlevp hisafle, andin hope of high fa- 
uors and preferments from the king, to ride poſt with 
the Princes of Moab to curſe Gods people: Hath not 
this cauſed Abimelekro becomea butcher to his OWNE Tudse. 9.5. 
brethren?and Herod the king,that he might more pea» 2946.46.15. 
ceably inioy that crown into which before moſt am- ©1497 
bitiouſly he had crept, not toregard the life,cither of 
friends,of wife,of children?Did not this caule A&/olon :.5ams, 
moſt vnnaturally to thirſt afcer the life and crowne of 
his owne fatherand Hamas to thirſt after the life not Heſt.z-6. 
of one p1iuate man alone, but of all the people of the 


ewes inthekingdome of Aſſuerzs? The trap which 
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thediuell ſetto inſnare our mother Exe, was hope of 

Genz.s, higher dignity,and this one ſubtlety of his, Eritzs tan- 
quam Dy,Y ou ſhall be as Gods ſhining in honor and elory 

abonue other men,ithath hererofore bene,andit is at this 

day,the foundatis & root of rebellions, treaſons,mur- 

+ thers,thefts,& of ſuch damnable machiauellia policies 

as are hardly to be found euen among the Gentiles; & 
as it was the ſpeech of Agrippina the Emperour Neros 
mother, when ſhe heard that her ſonne Nero ſhould 
be Emperor, but yetſhould kill his motherin his Em- 
pire; Occidat,moao imperet, Let him kill me,ſohe may 
be Emperour : ſo'I pray God that by the perſwaſion 
of the diuell, it be not a ſetled reſolution in the hearts 
of many, Let meperiſh,nottemporally with Agripp:- 
»a,buteternally both in ſoule and body,ifſo be in this 
life I may haue places of preterment, cither in church 

or common-wealth. 
Riches. 

Now forthe wealth and riches of the world, that 

_ theylikewiſc as wellas worldly honours area meanes 

to draw vs from the wayes of life , it isa caſe clearely 

decided by our Sautour Chriſt in the 19.of Saint Ma- 

Mat.19-20-21 ge. for when the yong man had made this queſtion 
vnto Chriſt, Maiſter,what ſhall 1 do to attaine eternall 

life? and Chriſt his anſwer was, Xeepe the commande- 

ments ; and his reply to that was, 7 have kept them from 

my youth vp; and Chriſt his replication to him againe 

was, Yet thou wanteſt one thing , Sell all that thou haſt, 

and zine it to the poore : at that ſaying (faith the text)he 

departcd ſorowtfull,and the cauſe of his ſorow is there 

noted to be this, He had great poſſeſcions and was rich : 

and therefore our Sauiour is bold in the 23, verſe to 
ler 
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ſet downe this as a concluſton , that a rich man ſhall 

hardly enter into the kingdome of heauen. But were 

itnot a caſe thus cleared by our Sauiour Chriſt, yet if 

we will but looke into the qualities and conditions of 

rich men, weſhall find their wealth to haue bene,and 

to be vnto them an occaſion of many gricuous and 

orofſe {innes, by meanes whereof they are kept from 

the wayes of life , For to begin firſt with the ſinne of 

pride(a finne fo hatefull in Gods eyes,that it caſtour 

firſt parents out of Paradiſe, and Lucifer from heauen 

to hel, )to begin (I ſay)with the ſinne of pride, mark it 

when you wil,you ſhall ſee that where ſtore of wealth 

is,there commonly is ſtore of pride : and therefore a- 

mong other charges which Saint Pau/giues to Timo- ;.Tim.s.17. 
thy,this isnotleftout , namely that he ſhould charge 

rich men thatthey be not high minded. And the hea- 

then man Tw/ly deſcribing the qualities of the rich, 1, oper. tege 
which for the moſt part are very intollerable, among 4gr2r «d 
others heſetteth downe pride forone , and his in- WV: 
ſtance is in the men of Campania;Campent ſemper ſu- 
perbi bonitate agrorum & frattuum:The men of Cam- 

pania are cuer high minded and proud, in regard of 
the ſtore of fruites,and of corne which their country 
yeeldeth:and it is not only true in them,but as Arifto- ..ris.nter, 
zleſaith,tt holdeth in all rich men inal countries what- 
ſoeuer. Bur if this ſinne of pride did onely accompa- 
nie our earthly riches,it were well, ſed ecce wenit Gad, 
behold there are a great companie of {innes more: for 
as they do breed in vs pride of heart, to the contempt 
of our poore neighbours ; ſo do they corrupt our me- 
mories tothe forgetfulneſſe of God. This Moſes knew 


tobetrue, andtherefore he giueth this caueat rothe 
children - 
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Dexrs,10- children of Iſrael: When the Lord thy God hath brought 
thee into the land which he ſware onto thy fathers to vine 
thee, with gvodly cities which thou buildedſt net, with 
| honſes full of all manner of goods which thou filledſt not, 
with vineyards and Oliue trees which thou planteadſt nor, 
when thou haſt eaten and art full, then take heed and bc- 
ware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, Yeaſo com- 
monathing it is for worldly riches to make men for- 
get God,that Sa/omorn himlſelte,though he were wiſer: 
then other men,and ſo conſequently betterableto re- 
fiſt ſinne 3 yethe maketh it his carneſt ſute vnto God, 
0 Lord ziue me neither pouertie nor riches, notpouerty, 
leſt I ſteale;and take the name of my God in vaine; 8& 
not riches, leaſtI be too full and deny thee, and ſay, 
Who is the Lord? For albeit Iperſwademy felfe,that 
there be many bothin this citie and in otherplaces of 
theland, who in athankfullremembrance of Gods 
goodneſle and bountie tothem,do confefle with 74- 
cob,I came ouer this Iordan with my ſtaffe , and lo Thaue 
zow gotten two bands : | came poore and without pro- 
uifion to this place , and1o I haue not onely gotten 
oreat wealth,but ſuch honouralſo,thatT fit with Prin- 
ces : yet looke we generally vpon the courſes of the 
| rich.,and we ſhall find it to be true, that as the Moone 
| when ſheisat the ful,ſhe is then fartheſt from the Sun, 
of whom ſhedoth recetue herlight, fo men, when 
they are fulleſt of earthly riches and bleſſings, they are 
then commonly fartheſt from God, from whoſe ful- 
neſſe they hauerecciued them. And as pride and for- 
getfulnefle of God doaccompany our earthly riches: 
foathird euil ofthem is,thatthey make men to offend 
and ſin in luxury.In the ewelfth of Lake and 19. verſe, 
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the great rich man, whoſe grounds brought footth 
truite plentifully, hethinkes on nothing buthis belly; 
Soule,now thou haſt much goods for many yeares, 
liucar caſe, cate,drinke, follow thy pleaſure. And in 
the fifteenth of Zeke, the yonger of the two brethren 
hauing receiued that portion of goods which belon- 
ged to him, he ſpends it all in few dayes in gluttonie, 
and venery, Fourthly,whereas the word of God is a 
ſpeciall meanes to bring vs to ſaluation, thele worldly 
riches choke the word,and make it vntruittull . You 
may ſce it in the thirteenth of Saint Aathew, where Mar.rz. 22, 
our Sauiour expounding the parable of the ſower, 
ſaith thus: He that receines the ſeed among the thornes 
z he that heares the word but the care of the world & the 
deceitfulneſſe of riches choke the word in him , and hes 
made vnfruitful. Fiftly,whereas it isatruenote of the 
true ciild of God, euermare to be weary of this ſin- 
ful world.,and to deſire with Saint Pas/to bediflolued Philip, 1.23, 
and to be with Chriſt; theſeearthly riches do make 
thoſe which haue them loth to die , yea with a good 
will a rich man would notſo much as thinke of death: 
ſaith the wiſe man : 0 death, how bitter 7s the remem- pcceſ,rr, 
brance of thee to a man that lines at reſt andeaſe in his 
poſſeſsions? And as worldly riches are an occaſion of 
theſe cuils; ſo laſtly are they the cauſe of Idolatry, yea 
the couctqus affection of them, ſaith Saint Pal, is Ephet.5,y. 
Idolatry. And that itis ſo, the Diuines collect it thus: 
for whereas the true worſhip and ſeruice of God doth 
conſiſt in theſe three, in dilrgendo,honorando,ct m ipſe RO 
confidendo: Inlouing God, in honoring God, in put- A 2 
ting our whole confidence and truſt in God, The 


Mammoniſts of this world do take all theſe trom _ 
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and giue them to their riches.For firſt,though the pre- 
Deut.6.5. ceptrunne thus, Thou ſhal? loue the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy ſoule,and with al thy might, 
yet do theſe men take this loue from God,and beſtow | 
it on their wealth : and therefore Saint 79b7 that he | 
£95 10þ 2.15 Might meet withthis, he giveth this caucat: Love not 
Plal.62.2. the world, andthe Prophet Dauid: If riches increaſe, yet 
(faith he)do not ſet your hearts vpon them, And forthe 
ſecond which is honor,wheras it is the Angels ſpeech 
vnto vs that dwell ypon the face of the earth: Honor 
and worſhip him that hath made the heaven & the earth, 
. the ſea and the fountaines of waters, theſe men,as itis in 
the cight of Hoſea and fourth verſe, Of ther ſiluer and 
 thetr gold do they make them 12ols, thcir filuer and gold 
is the god they worſhip. Andlaſtly for confidenceand 
truſt whereas the wiſe man ſaith- Bleſſed « the man that 
truſteth in the Lord : theſe are like vnto the man of 
Plal52.1, whom the Prophet David ſpeaketh : Behold the man 
that tooke not God for hu ſtrength ,but truſted in the mul- 
titude of his riches , So that the riches of the world,as 
welas the honors of the world,are occafions,you lce, 
vnto men of many ſinnes, by which they are drawne 
from the wayes of life. If therefore weare deſirous to 
prevent theſe and the like inticements of the world, 
leaſt by them we be decciued, and fo cauſed to crre 
from the paths of life; our beſt courfe is cuermore to 
conſider of this world as it is, and not as it ſeemeth. 
Calizulathe Emperour ſet golden loaues and other ſer- 
uices of whole gold before his gueſts, and bad them | 
eate. Indeed they hada glorious ſhew to looke ypon, 
but there was nothing in them to eate and to drinke, 
for the contentation of nature. And ſuch,& no other 
arc 
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are the dainties which the world propoſeth ynto ys, 
both in wealth and honour, they haue (I confeſſe) a 
lorious ſhew totheeye, but the ſubſtance of them 
bike well conſidered is but vanitie. Firſt for honor, 
let Haman ſpeake, who was next vnto the King, and Efter z.1, 
with him was alone inuited to thebanquet of Queen ,,. 
Heſter ;, and when he hath ſaid allthat he can for his ny 
honor,yet the concluſt6 of all muſt be this,that it was 
but vanitie : for inthat day in which he was entertai- 
ned with ſuch royaltic at the banquet of Queene He. Fcr7-t-10. 
ſeer, in that ſame day was he hung vpon the gallowes 
which he made for cMordecay ;at the commande- 
ment of the King , who before had highly honoured 
him atthe requeſt of the Queene,who before had in- 
uited him. How highly was our Sauiour graced and 
dignifiedby the people of the Tewes? In the 6.0f /ohn lon 6.15. 
they would haue madehim King ; in the 12. of 1oþ7 loba 1 ary, 
they cut downe branches of palme trees, and meete 
him ſinging ſweetly, Hoſanna, Bleſſed art thou that co- 
meſt in the name of the Lord: butſee the inconſtancy of 
this people, and the mutabilitie of this worldly ho- 
nour; they who before had cried Hoſanna, Bleſſed art 
. thou that come#t in the name of the Lord,not many daies 
after , euen the fift day, as Saint Hierome hath ob- j, ,, .. 21a. 
ſerued, they cric as carneſtly againſthim, Crucifize, let 
himbe crucified . Sotrue is that which Saint Bernard 
hath concerning iorldly honour,” anitas eſt huins ſe- 
culi diznit as, cum magna expectatione ſperatur vi veni- 
at, ſed non poteſt teneri cum venerit : The honours and 
referments ofthe world are but meere vanities,they 
are long looked for of men to come with great expe- 


Ration; but when once they haue them , theyare ſo 
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ſhort and fleeting, that they cannot keepe them. 
And forthe wealth and riches of the world, it you 
Ecclef.1.2. will not beleeue Sa/omon vpon his word when he cal- 
leth them vanity, yer belzeue themto be vanitie,cuen 
for this, becauſe they will haue eitherthy cnd,or their 
ob t. end ; thcirend, as they hadin 7946, who from great 
wealth came vntoalow ebbe of pouerty: orthy cnd, 
as they had in the rich man,who when he ſungalong 
Luke12.19.20 laſting requiemto his ſoule in the multitude of his ri- 
ches, had his ſoule the ſame night taken away fro him. 
Andis there then(beloucd)fuch vanity in this world, 
& in the beſt things which this world propoſeth both 
in wealth and honor ; and ſhall we forthe gaining of 
this,leaue thegaining of ſuch a worldas is not ſubict 
vnto vanitic: Shal we leaue gold for drofle, peatle for 
olafſe, heauen forearth, the permanent & cuerlaſting 
toyes of the one, forthe momentary and tranſitory 
delights ofthe other? Fhe cyes of the brute beaſts are 
turned downward to the carth, toſecke tor nothing 
but meate for their bellies; At os homint ſublime dedit. 
Bur the face and countenance of man is lifred vpward 
vnto heauen, to behold God who hath madcall for 
man,and man for himiclfe:letvs then leaue the world 
and the things of the world vnto the beaſts, ro whom 
properly it belongeth,and let vs ſendvp the affeftions 
of our hearts ynto heauen, where our inheritance is 
Gen.z8,321, reſerued. And as 7acob in that his iourny vnto Padan- 
Aramis ſaid to ſleepcinttheway;fo while we liue here 
in this world, which is nothing elfe buta paſſage to 
a better life,or if you will fo callit, our way and tour- 
ney to the heauenly Canaan, let vs (leepe and be ar 
reſt from the deſire of temporal! things whatſocuer: 
let 
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ſet heauen becomeour obicc, and earth become our 
abiet. Thedelires of our hearts, let them be placed 
vpon things abouc:as for things beneath, let them be 
vnto vs as vnto Saint Paul, cucn /ofſe and dung 7n re- Philip,. a, 
gard of the excellent knowledze of leſus Chriſt , as vnto 
Chryſoft ome axiaz x, ovay xy TeTw# 5 apuyw THER 5 A ſhadow 
and a dreame, and lighter then thefe;z as vnto Plato 
5J61 3 31y05 4512 nothing,and worth nothing. Let vs ſay 
with Peer and with Peters affection, Behold maſter, we jy, .. 
forſake all and follow thee : letvs ſay with Saint Paule © @ 
Jam nonego,ſed viuit in me Chriſius, Now it is not I,but Galar,z.20, 
Chriſt which liueth in me;that is,as Saint Berward ex- 
pounds thoſe werds very fitly tothis purpole: Ad alia 
quidem omnia mortuus ſum,non ſentio, non attendo, non 
enro;ſiqua vero ſunt Chriſti, hec viun inuentiit & parath: 
Concerning thele earthly and worldly marters,I haue 
no ſenſeor tecling of them, by my reafon I condemne 
them,and from my heart I abandon them; bur if there 
be mention made of Chriſt, and of finding the waics 
of life, then my decaicd ſpirits gather {trength,then all 
the powers and faculties of my ſoule will me to cry 
with the Prophet Danid: Paratum eſt cor meum, Domi- pſ:1,cy , 
ze: My heart is ready © Lord, my heart is ready. For 
otherwiſe if cleauing, by an inordinare affection and 
loue,to this world and the things of it, weneglect and 
reiedt the waics of life ; as Aoſes from the top of Pil- perr.3.29. 
gah might behold with his eyes the land of Canaan, 
but mightnotenterintoit: & as the Syrians did hcare 
Eliſha ſpeake, whom they deſired to take, but could ?-Ning: 6-29. 
not take him: ſo with the outward eares of our bodies 
we may heare of the ioyes of anotherlife,and with the 
intellecuall eyes of our minds we may ſcethat great 
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lory which the juſt ſhall haue heareafter, but our 
Plus ſhall neuer come into heauen, our ſelues ſhall 
neuer be partakers of it. And as Lyſimachwking of Ly- 
dia,hauing yeelded himſelf into the hands of his ene- 
mies fora cup of cold water to quench his thirſt, cry- 
Pluterch, ed out; O me hominem infelicem qui tantille voluptatus 
gratia tantum amiſerim regnum,0 miſerable and wret- 
ched man thatI am, who forſo ſhorta pleaſure haue 
parted with ſo glorious akingdome as the kingdome 
of Lydia : ſo when weſhall ſee in the laſt day that by 
ycelding too much vntothis world,and the things of 
it, we haue parted with the wayes of life, and ſo con- 
ſequently haue yeelded vp our ſelues into the hands 
of our ſpirituall enemies, we ſhal mourneand lament, 
weſhall ſighand wring our hands; andall the dread- 
full corments which we ſhall then ſuffer , ſhall nor 
wound and vexe vs ſo ore, as this oneconſideration, 
namely when we ſhall call to mind, that for the mo. 
mentary and triſitorie pleaſures of this word, we haue 
3.Cor.4.17- parted with that ſame exceeding, cternall, ſurpaſſing 
weight of glory in the kingdome of heauen. And thus 
much ſhall ſerue to haue ſpoken of the world, and of 
the things of the world, which is the firſt enemic 
that oppoſeth himſelf againſt man tokeepe him from 
the way of life, I com to the ſecond enemy, and this 

Is, Caro, | 
The carnall lufis and deſires of the fleſh. 

Ethibx0.c.5s CAriſtotle diſputing of the nature and efhicacie of 
pleaſure,faith this,that a man which taketh greater de- 
light in inſtrumentall then in vocal mulick, if he heare 
the ſame muſitian both to play vpon his inſtrument 
and to {ing;the pleaſure and delight which he concei- 
ueth 
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ueth in hearing of the inſtrument,doth fo leade away 
his affeRions, that he hath no care atall of theyoice: 
and as this is true in mulick, ſois it true(faith he)in all 
other things, when we intend two thingsat once,that 
which brecdeth the greater pleaſure and delight, for 
the moſt part doth cuermore exclude the lefle. There 
being then in man two kinds of affeRions, carnall and 
; =p ,and all men for the moſt part taking greater 

elight in their carnall, then in their ſpirituall affecti- 
ons; of necefſitic it muſt come to paſle,that their car- 
nallafte&tions do ſwallow vp theirſpirituall, and ſo 
conſequently they are ſo farre from finding the waies 
of life,that there is in them no defire,no luſt at all vato 
it. The ſe& and companie of the Epicures (who main- 
tained carnal pleaſure to be the onely ſummum bonum 
of this life)did {warme in greaterabundance then any 
other ſect did : non quod vert aliquid afferat , ſed quia , Rand fall 
»mltos populare nomen voluptatis tnutat : not becauſe ſap.cap.19. 
(ſaith La&antzws) there was any truth at all in their 
doctrinc,but becauſe thepopular name of carnal plea- 
ſure isable todrawa world of men to it. Saint Paul 
confeſſeth of himſelfe,thatin his fleſh there dwelt no Rom.z,18. 

ood thing, and that heſawalaw in his members re- 
belling againſt the law of his mind;and notthar only, , 
but that it led him away captiue to the law of finne, © 
inſomuch that for very gricfe of heart he breaketh out 
into theſe words: Miſer homo: O wretched man that 1 verſae. 
ar , who ſhall deliuer me from the bodie of this death? 
Saint Hierome writeth of himfelfe, thatalbeit he led a jy x1;p, ag 
moſt ſtri& and auftere life in the wilderncſle, exerci- Ewjtoch, 
ſing himſelfe continually in prayer, and bringing his 


body vnder by long and often abſtinence; yet not- 
withſtanding 


John 14.2. 


Luke 22,42, 


lob 9.1. 
Gal.5.17. 


Tudg- 14-6. 


ſudo.1 6,1 7« . - . o Jo . . . , . 5:4 
yo. HY ſesincendit alienas, & vnims ipſe mulieris accenſus tgnt- 
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withftanding thathe was vehemently aſſaultedby the 
luſts and defires of the flzſh, eucn as Saint Paul was. 
And ſurely, if the mortified fleſh of theſe Saints of 
God,mortified no doubt by praycr,and by long and 
often faſting,did notwithſtanding as themſelues con- 
fefled, leade away their ſoules captiue tothe law of 
ſinne; then may we well conclude, that the vntamed 
fleſh of vs vnbridled men, will forcibly and with vio- 
lence mifleade our ſoules from the way of life . Our 
Sauiour Chriſt ſpeaking of his owne paſſion , is ſo 
farre from the feare of death in himſelte , that he ar- 
meth his diſciples againſt it, ſaying, that he wouldgo 
to prepare a place for them; but atrerwards when he 
was to die vnto the world,and to go to his father,then 
he ſeemes to be of another mind ; then :ranſeat a me 
Calix , Father if tt be thy will,let thu cup paſſe from me. 
And what was the reaſon of this?ſurely that inthe 26. 
of Mathew and 41.verlſe, The ſpirit © ready, but the flefh 
z weake, The ſpirit indeed of many men is prone vnto 
that which is good, they deſire foto runnetherace of 
a godly life here, that hereafter they may recciuc a 
crowne of glory;but ſo itis that mans lite is as 70b ſpea- 
keth, Militia ſuper terrz, a warfare vpon earth;the fle(]1 
ſtillluſting againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the 
fleſh, and that whichis moſt to belamented, in moſt 
of vs the fleſh extinguiſheth the ſpirit, Sampſon was a 
ſtrong and valiant man,he encountred a Lion,and o- 
uercame him , butencountring with the fury of his 
owne luſtful paſſions, he could not maſter them. Me. 


culo, meſſern ſue virtutts amiſit: He ſet fire indeed on 
the harueſts of other men,burthimſclfbeing inflamed 
with 
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with the fire of luſt, loſt the harucſt of all his vertues. 
Salomon builta goodly Temple vnto God, but in the 
meane time his owne bodice, which ſhould haue bene 
(as the Apoſtle ſaith of all our bodies) the temple x.cor5.19. 
of the holy Ghoſt, was by luſt madethe member of a 
harlor, This is that Ewe that perſwadeth Adam to for. Gen.z,s. 
bidden fruites : this is that Agyptian Putiphars that Gen.3g.. 
eeveth on innocent Joſeph to filthines: this 15 that Zahel lueg,q.1s. 
that ſeduceth S7ſera with tained affeCtion: this is that 
Dalilah which lulleth Sampſon aſleep vpon her knees, 1udg.16.1g. 
& dcliuereth him vpto the Philiſtins: this is that dan- 
cing daughter of Herod;zs,that cutteth off the head Marke 6.25. 
(the good beginnings) of many a 1ehu Baptiſt, In a 
word,this is that talking damſell,at whoſe voice, with Luk. 22.56.57 
the Apoſtle Saint Peter, we do moſt of ys denie our 
maiſter Chriſt, I may ſay truly in this caſe with that 
reucrend father, Crede m1hi,loquor coram Domino,non Augiim 
mentior , Cedros Libani & duces aregum ſub hac pf 
cecidiſſe reperi, de quorum caſu non minis dubitabam, 
quam CAmbroſii veil Hieronym: Belecuc me,] ſpeake 
before the Lord,] lie not; I haue knowne the Cedars 
of Libanus.and the leaders of the flockes to haue fal- 
l-n and ſunk downe violently vnder this temptation, 
of whoſe fall I madenomore doubt then I did of the 
fall of Ambroſeor of Hierom,Therebeingthen in man 


a double pleaſure,carnis & cords , the pleaſure of the drguſſerm, 
I . the 33.dc verbus 
ficſh and the pleaſure of the heart, the pleaſure of the | tunt<phage 


fleſh, when wegiue our ſelues oucr to tulfill the Iuſts 
thereof, the pleaſure of the heart, when we delight 
our ſelues in the Lord: therefore the cariage of euery 
Chriſtian ſoule betweene theſe two pleaſures muſt 
be ſuch, that the pleaſure — the flcſh be no let 

: Or 
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or impediment to the pleaſure of the heart. But you 
wilſay,how may this bezſecing there is continuall en- 
mitic berweene theſe, and the one of them(as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaketh)ſti] luſteth againſt the other?I anſwer 
afhirmariuely,that it may well be, and I will ſhew you 
how. I doreade inthe writings of Saint Gregory this 
relation concerning one Beredct arcligious man, that 
whenſocuer he felt this conflictin his ſoule betweene 
the fleſhand the ſpirit,he would throng his body into 
a place where nettles and briers grew, c# //c per vulye- 
74 cutis,eduxit e corpore vnlnusmentts , and ſo by thoſe 
wounds which he inflicted on his body, he cured that 
wound which would haue infected his ſoule: his for- 
mer inclination to flethly pleaſure by this ſtratageme 
being turned into paine and forrow. But if you think 
this to be too hard and ſharp a courlc for a cainal man 
to follow, will then gtuc you a ſecond,vwhichis of no 
lefle conſequent then that, but yet of Iefle moleſtatt6, 
T oby in the {1xt chapter and ſecond verſe, when he wa- 
ſhed himſelfe inthe Aloud Tieris, a great fiſh leaped at 
him to have deuourcd him, but by the Angels coun- 
ſell hauing drawne the fiſh vnto dricland,it was fo far 
from deuouring him,that it yeclded it ſclte to be dc- 
uoured of him . And fo it falleth out inthis conflict 
betweene the fleſh and the ſpirit: for this fleſh of ours 
{olong as it ſwims in pleaſures, and is pampered vp 
with dclicacies, ſo long is it ready todcuoure and cx- 
tinguiſh our ſpirits: but if once we draw it vpon diic 
land from amidſt her plcaſures,by abſtinence and fa- 
ſting, it will then haue no power,orar leaſt but ſmall 
power to impugne the ſpirit. Ola ebulliens duplex ha- 
bet remedium, vel cum aqua frizida infunditur, vel cum 
ab 
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Fas 
ab igne elongatar: A (cething pot hath but tworeme- 
dics, cither thou muſt powre in cold water, orclſe 
thou muſt remoue it further from the fire: And fo the 
vntamed iiclh of men boiling with luſt hath but two 
remedies, cither they muſt powre into their ſoules 
the water of repentance,andallay the heat of their luſt 
with the cold teares of contrition, or clfc they muſt 
remoue it further f16 the fire;the fire I mean notonly 
of meatesand of drinkes (for gluttonie and drunken-,;,,..,... ., 
neſle are the bcIlowes of concupiſcence,and the belly pa:cho jrigee 
boyling with wine fometh out luſt, as Saint Hrerome 7 0nwer wer- 
laith) butalſo of laſctuious company,by which,as fire "tas 136Y 
8 J ) fpumat (1b1ds- 
added vnto fire, theluſt of the fleſh is more intempe- 20». Hicom. 
rate. Vnto this,if you pleaſe, as a meanes to reſtraine 
thee luſtful paſons, leaſt by them with the common 
multitude we be led trom the ways of life, I may add 
the tearfuliend of this ſinne;fcartull T call it, not onely 
in regard of thoſe horrible diſeaſes breeding in the 
bodic,and in time conſuming euen the marrow inthe 
bones , but fearfull in regard of that dreadfull iudge- 
ment which ſhall be inflicted in thelaſt day both vp- 
on body and ſoule in hell fire. Forto the luſttul inner 
ſhall God ſay cuen as the Angell ſaid to Babel, 2uar- reulis.7. 
tum glorificauit ſe in delicys,tantum date illi tormentum 
> luckum:Tn as muchas he hath glorthed himſelf and 
lived inpleaſure,ſo much giue you vnto him torment 
and ſorrow. There isa way that ſcemeth good, faith 
Salomon, but the end thereof is death:this way 1s the 
broad and common way of luſtfull fleſh and bloud, 
tL.cpleaſures whereof though they be ſweet in the 
mouth, yet will they bebitterin the belly,like a cup 


of deadly poyſon. They are the daughters of thoſe lo- 
F 2 cults 
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faire as men,but killing ſtings in their tailes:and I may 
well reſemble them to the herbe Sardonia in Sardinia, 
of which Solznzs writeth , that it maketh the caters 
thereof to looke as if they laughed, bur in their laugh- 
ing they die. Much more might be added vato this 
purpoſe, but (Ttake it) this may be ſufficient both to 
haue ſhewne you how theſc luſts of the flcſh are a 
oreat meanes to keepe many from the wayes of lite, 
and alſo how we may repreſle theſe luſts of the fleſh 


when they are rebellious. And now I come to the 


_ thirdand laſt enemy which oppolcth himlelfe againſt 


man. andthat is that old Serpent the Diucll,of whoſe 
fubtilties in withdrawing vs fro the wayes of life, as in 
the reſt,ſo inthis I beſcech you to heare a while with 
patience, 

The Dinell. 

As Amaleck reſiſted the Iſraclites,and vicdall the 
meanes that poſſibly he could deuiſe,to keep them tr6 
coming into the earthly Canaan:(o it is the policie of 
that infernall CYmalckthe divell, tokeepe men from 
comming into the Canaan of heauen. For the diuell 
hating God with a perfe&hatred, and being not able 
to offer violence vnto him, he doth bend his force 8& 
ſtrength againſt man,that ſo he may perſecute God in 
his creature. Saint Baſ/[reſembleth the rage and fury 
of the diucll in this point, vnto the rage & fury of the 
wilde Panthers;for as they carrying naturally a hatred 
againſt manyit tEey ſee but the imageand picture of a 
man, they run vpon it, and tcare itn pceces, with no 
leſſe fury then if it were man himſelfe : ſo the diucll 


carrying a dcad!y hatred againſt God, hccauſc his 
proud 
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proud aflaults were defeated by him, & hisarrogancy 
puniſhed with the lofſeof heauenand torment of hel, 
and bcing not able to do violence to God (as him- 
ſclteknoweth by wofull experience ) he ſerteth vpon 
man,whots the picture orimageof God,and he vſeth 
nolefl: cruclty both againſt his body and his ſoule, 
then he would ( were he able) againſt God himſclfe. 

Our Sauiour Chriſt tels the Phariſces,that they com- Mah.:z.1s5. 

paſle ſea and land to make one of their profefſion,that 

is,to make men ſuperſtitious, hypocriticall, ſinfull as 

themſclues were. That which our Sauiour obicteth 

there againſt them,the diuel doth ina maner contcſle 

of himſelte. For when God asked him from whence 16b : y, 

he came,hisan{wer was, that he came from compal- 

{ing the carth,and from walking to and fro init. Now 

this walking of the diuel vp and downe tn the earth, is 

not for any good which he intendeth vnto man, (for 

he walketh not as Chriſt did,to do good, and to heale 

all diſeaſes both of body and foule among the people) 

butasthe end of the Phariſees copaſling of ſea & land 

was to make men wicked like themſelues : forthe end 

of the diuels compaſſing the earth is to draw men out 

of the wayesof life, and ro make them damned like 

himſclfe. This was the Apoſtle Saint Peters meaning, 

when he giueth this reaſon of Satans compaſiing the 

earth, He walketh about like a roring Lion ſeeking whom | pex.s.s. 

he may deuoure. Now among thole infinite meanes 

which the diuell vſeth to deuoure vs by drawing vs 

from the wayes of life , I will inſiſt briefly vpon theſe 

few. The firſt whereof is this, faith Bernard. | 
The diuell doth ſubtilly pry, and iudicially looke }_ 1, , 


into the natures and complexions of men; and aC- ,,yjnevire. 
F 3 cording 
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cording to the predominant and ouerruling humor 
in man , heapplicth his temptation vnto this or that 
ſiane : ( forin euery man there is ſome one humour 
that is moſt inclinable to ſome {1n. ) As tor example: 
The men of aſanguin and bloudy complexion being 
naturally prone vnto ambition and vachait behauior; 
the diuell ſtraightvpon this their naturall inclination 
will ſpendall his ſtrength to bring theſe men not on- 
ly toanafteRing, buralſo (it irbe poſſible) toan ct- 
feting of theſe 1115s. You {hall{ecit in the examples 
of king Danzdand his ſonne Abſo/on.Firlt concerning 
Dauid, the diucil knowing that to be truc which was 
ſaid ofhim, thathe was ruddy and ofa good counte- 
nance, and obſeruing that he did dayly tromthe top 
of his houſe behold the wife of 7/7/45 waſhing her;ke 
preſently takes the occa(16, 8& ſuggeſteth him to ſend 
for her,8& this being once done, he hath ſoone drawn 
Dauid out of the way of life, & made him an adulte- 
rer. And for Abſo/on his ſon, he being not vnlike vnto 
his father in that ſanguine and beautitul complexion; 
the diuell working vpon this, per{wadeth him to botl: 
to ambition and vncleane behauiour: for firſt he per- 
{wades him to affecta kingdome, and rather then hc 
ſhould be without akingdso, he puts this in his heart, 
to depriue his own father. And for vnchaſt behautor, 
ſo effectually did the diuell worke vpon him, that he, 
ſpared not his fathers concubines , butdefiled them, 


and himſelf with them,cucn onthe top of the houl-, 


J 


inthe ſight of all the people. Andas the diuell prouo- 
keth men of ſanguin complexions vnto theſe ſinnes., 
ſo hedealcs with men of other complexions; for if he 
findethatthouart flegmaticke,then wil he ſuggeſt vn- 
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tothy ſoulethe ſinne of idlenefie, and prouokethee 
vnto thoſe {innes that are depending vpon that. If he 
ſee thee tobe cholcricke, then he will perſwade thce 
to hatred, malice,anger,reuenge,and ſuch like. And if 
her perceive thy complexion to be melancholick,the 
willhe bendall the power and ſtrength that he hath 
to driue thee to deſperation. To preuent therefore the 
diuell in this firſt policy,as Soſomox ſaith vnto the {Jug- 
gard, Goto the P1ſmire,o thou ſluggard, learne her wayes Prover.6.6. 
> bewiſe;lo ſay] vnto you: go vnto the diucl himſelf, 
icarne his wayes andbe wiſe. The dinels courle (as 
you heare) 1s to looke diligently into the natures and 
complextons of men, and ſo to apply his remprarions 
vnto thoſe {1nnes vnto which naturally they are carri- 
ed:do thou then the like,looke carefully into thy own 
body,con(ider diligently thy owne complexion, and 
withall thoſe {innes vnto which thou art naturally ca- 
ried: And ifthou finde thy ſelfe naturally inclinable 
cither vnto wantonneſle, or vnto couetouſneſle, or 
vnto wrath, or vnto enuy, or vnto drunkennefle, or 
vntoany one {in morethenother,be thou then ſure to 
ſet a barre before the doore of thy ſoule , and keepe 
Sathan from entring in:forſinrie,as Saint Zernard well Serm. de ſex 
ſpeakes, by the ſuggeſtion of Sathan may ſtandat the ***#ibu. 
doore of thy ſoule and knocke, but vnlefſe thou open | 
vnto him by conſent, he cannot enter. 

A ſecond meanes which the diuell v{eth to keepe 
vs from the way of life is this: whereas our vnderſtan- 
ding by the fall of Adamis already blind and darke,he 
corrupts it further, and maketh vs altogether vnable 
to diſcerne betweene good and euill , cauſing vsto 


commit wickednefſe with this ſtrong conceit , that 
our 


1.Sai-25, 


3,SaM.I3. 
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our actions and workes arc iuſt. And hence itis, that 
ſo many in theſe dayes are ouertaken and deceiued 
with theſinne of couctouſneffe, becauſe though they 
be neuer ſo couetous, yea as couctous as Naball was; 
yet the diuell perſwadeth them , and they eaſily be- 
lecue ir,thatitis not couetouſneſle, itis but frugalitic, 
And heceitis that we haue ſo many laſciuious people 
inthe lad;becauſc though they be neuer ſo much giue 
to the luſt of yncleanneſfe, yeato luſtafter thoſe they 
ſhould not,as 4107 didatter his owncefiſter Thamar, 
yet the diuell perſwadeth them, and they eaſily be- 
leeue it,thatitis not to be called luſt, but rather louc. 
And thus our bad actions by the ſubtilty of the diuel 
being coueredand coloured with good names,weare 
damned intheſe and in many other ſins, committing 
them and that with greedineſſe. But are we defirous 
to preuentthe diuellin this his ſecond policy? let vs 
then vſe the ſame diſcretion for the preſeruation of 
our ſoules , which we do for the preſcruation of our 
bodily health. Itis arulein Philick: Pars maxima ſani- 
rats eſt notitia morbi : the beſt meancs fora ſicke man 
torecouerhis health, is to acknowledge his {ickneſle, 
Forifa man which hath the gout 1n his toe, will not 
take notice of it, but ſay itis nothing but a tingling in 
his toe; andifa man hath got the cough of the lungs, 
and wil not acknowledge it, but ay it is nothing buta 
oreat cold which he hath takE:theſe diſeaſes wil grow 
{o hard vpon them, thatat length itwill be hard or ra- 
ther impoſſible to cure them, wheras notice being ta- 
ken of them in time,the danger is the leſſe, & the cure 
moreeaſte . And ſo the Diuines haue the like rule: 
Pars maxima ſalutis eſt notitiapeccati;The beſt meanes 
for 


wo Mnou® a Snag <a: awe... —_— RR NS 


- «4d p—- & SS Ph 


T he narrow way, 49 
for aſickeman in ſoule to be recoueted,is to acknow-= 
ledgeand takenotice of finne, which is the fickneſſe 
of the ſoule.For the man thatis ouergrowne with co- 
uctouſnetle,and faith it is but frugalitic : which is in- 
fected with the {inne of vncleannefſe,, and maintai- 
nethittobe but loue: the man who like a ſv aſhbuck- 
ler is always drawing his ſword,cutting and hackin 
the harmeleſſe, and will haue this rohaue no naps 
namethen manhood and fortitude: theſeand the like 
diſeaſes wil grow ſo hard vpon the ſoule, that it will be 
a plaine miracle to remoue them; whereas they being 
knowne and acknowledged for ſinnes , as they are in- 
deed, the cure of them is cafe, and the danger of be- 
ing drawne out of the waies of life by them,1s quickly 
auoided, 
But if the Diuell be thus prevented inthis ſecond 3- 
Pg » thenlikea ſedulous and induſtrious enemie 
e ſetteth vpon vs with athird: for if he perceiue that 
thou concciueſt aright of thy ſinnes , as that they are 
indeed {innes,then he laboureth to deceiue theewith 
this,that Dominu non videt; ; though thou takeſt them 
ro beſinnes ,yet ſaiththe divell,the Lord dothnot ſec 
them:and with this haue many bene deceiued.In the 
cighth of Ezechie{and twelfth verſe, it is Gods ſpeech 
vntothe Prophet: Sow of man, haſt thow ſe ſeene what the 
Ancients of Iſrael do in the darke, enery one in the cham- 
ber of his i ant ? for they ſay, the Lord ſees 8 not, the 
Lord hath forſake the Jos: . Almighty God ſhews the 
Prophet,that Ne ancients of Iſrael had painted round 
abour their walls cuery ſimilitudeof creeping things, 
and abhominablebeaſts; and he makes this tobe the 


cauſe, agroſle perfwaſion thatthe Lord did not ſee 
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them . But art thou deſirous to preuent the digell in 
this fallacian alſo ? then for thy better inſtrudtion let 
| me reaſon with thee thus. He that could eſpie our firſt 
Gen.3.9. parents hiding themſclues among the thicke trees of 
the garden, cannot his eyes find out thy ſinne,though 
Malgzs. itbecommitted ina ſecret place? He that planted the 
eare, ſhall not he heave, ſaith Dauid? or he that formed 
the eye, ſhall not he ſee? As it he had ſaid, Make no que- 
ſtion, but whatſocuer you ſpeake or do , God doth 
heare it, God doth ſee it. It 1s not with the fight of 
God,as it is with the ſight of man : it there be not a 
due anda proportionate diſtance betweene the _—_ 
of man and the obie&,the eye of man cannot poſlibly 
ſce itz but ſay God were circumſcribed in ſome one 
place, andgrant itwere in heauen, yet that great di- 
ſtance which 1s betweene heauen and earth, euen ſe- 
uen {coreand eighteenethouſand, foure hundred and 
{1xtie three miles,as the Aſtronomers haue coniectu- 
red,yetdoth not this great diſtance hinder God from 
Plal.r4.:. feeing ourſinnes. For the Lord looked downe from hea- 
wen vpon the children of men , what to do * to ſee if any 
would vnaerſtand and ſeeeke after God : but looking 
downe he ſaw thatall were gone out of the way, that 
there was none that did good,no not one. 

4 Bat it the Diuell preuaile not with this third falla- 
cian, then behold a fourth: for doth God ſee thy ſin? 
(faith Sathan) yet be bold toſinne ſtill, for God is ſo 
mercitull,that he will notpuniſh finne. It is Saint A«- 
eaſtines complaint , that there be two ſorts of men 
which do ſnatch occaſtons of finning to themſclues, 
the one from the mercie,the other from the iuſtice of 
God.One faith,God will take ſo ſtritand ſeucre an 

account 
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account of our doings, that we ſhallnot beable to an- 
{wer one fora thouſandzand therefore(faith he)being 
ſureto be damned.cur non facio quiquid volo? why do 
I not whatſocuer I wil? The other, he faith Gods mer- 
cite is aboue his workes, and at what time ſceuer I re- 
pent, though itbeatthelaſt gaſpe, he wil receiue me 
with the armes of hismercy,as he did the theefe vpon 
thecroſſe, and thcrefore why donotT go on ſtill in 
my wickedneſle? Deſperat ille wt peccet , ſperat ifte wt 
peccet, virumg, metueudum : the one delpaireth, that 
he may {inneſtill, the other hopeth,thathe may finne 
ſtill, and bothare to be feared , Butforthoſe which 
dreame altogether of Gods mercie, that this fallacian 
of the diuels ( by which many thouſands are drawne 
fromthe wayes of life)may be preuented,letthem re- 
member that God,as he is mercifull,ſohe is iuſt . In 
the 116.Pſalme and fifth verſe, The Lord 75 mercifull 
and iuſt,ſaith Dauid; not mercifullalone,but iuſt alſo. 
Andas we cannot hide ourfinnes from theall-ſecing 
eyeof God:ſo we cannot be defended fro the ſtrong 
arme of his iuſtice, In the 6.0f Geneſis and 12.verle, it 
is ſaid that God looked downe vpon theearth , and 
ſeeing tharall Acſh had corrupted his wayes, he faith 
to Noah, Anend of al fleſh is come before me, for the earth 
ts filled with crueltie through them, and behold I will de- 

roy them from the earth. In which words we may ob- 
ſerue firſt that God ſees our ſinnes; ſecondly, that 
though he ſceth ſinne,yet he is mercitull; and thirdly, 
thatas hc is mercifull,ſo he is 1uſt.God looked downe 
vpon the carth,and ſaw thatallflcſh had corrupted his 
way, there is thefirſt, Gods ſight of {1nne : the carth 


is filled with crueltie, there is the ſecond, the mercie 
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of God and long ſuffering : for he doth notpreſently 
execute iudgement vpon them, but ſtayed ſo long 
till the earth was fullotcrucltie . And behold I will de- 
ftroy them from the earth, there is Gods tuftice. 
Butifthe diucllby none of theſe be able to deceiue 
vs,and todraw vs from the wayes of life, then he hath 
afift, which ſhall be my laſt atthis time.He ſetteth bc- 
fore our eyes the good and pleaſure that dothaecom- 
pany our ſinnezand indeedetheſeare ſhrewd tempta- 
tions vnto fleſhand blood, The Prophet Dania ma- 
keth choiſe of theſe two to draw vs vnto brotherly 
loue and vnity: O how good and pleaſant athing it is, 
for brethrc rodwel together jn vnity:And ſo the diucl. 
he maketh choife of both theſe to draw vs to the com- 
mitting of iniquity,ſometimes v{mg but one of theſe, 
and ſometimes ioyning them both for the ſtrength- 
ning of his temptation. In the 22. of Numbersone of 
theſe was ſufficient to draw Balaam vnto finne : for 
though he hadreceiued a commandement from God. 
that he ſhould not go with the princes of Moab to 
curſe the people of Iſrael, yet whenthe col1dered that 
Balacks offers would proue comodious tohim, he re- 
ſolueth vpon the tourney with them, and his Aﬀes 
thrife reuolt couldinot ftay him. But tn the third of 
Genefis therethe diuell victh both, and with them 
borh he prenailed againſt our mother Exe 5 foralbeit 
theknew well, thatſhe ſhould dye the death ineating 
of the forbidden tree , yerbecauſe ſhe ſaw thatit was 
go0d for meat, andplealant tothe eyes, ſhetooke 
thereofand'did eate. Tharthen theſe deceitful temp- 
tations of the diuel may be reiected: firſt thatno com- 


modity do.drawathee from the waycs of lifeto finne, 
let 
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let that ſayingof our Sauiout Chriſt bealwaies in thy 
mind;whar (hal a man get if he win the whole world, Math.16.26. 
and loofe hisowne ſoule? what ſhalla man ger if by 
viury,oppreſſion of the pooreextortis, falſe weights, 
falſe meafures,and the like, he ſhall be able to purchaſe 
much land,and with the rich glutton go inpurple and Luk.16,rg, 
hinelinnen,. and fare deliciouſly euery day ; when as | 
theſe commodious ſinnes as he: accounteth them, 
ſhall bring no leſſe difcommoditie vporrhim then hel 
fire? And fecondly that no pleaſure preuail with thee, 
rem@ber that {1n,though it be ſweet in the mouth, yer 
it wH be bitter inthe belly;thatthough i be pleaſitin 
thebeginning,yet it will be painfull in the end: & that 
the diuell dealeth herein with vs, as vnconſcionable 
Merecers and Drapers deale with their chapmen. For 
as they neuer ſhew vnto their chapmen the middle 
part & fagend of their wares,which perhaps areſtark 
naught, but onely the vpperpart thereof which com. 
monly is very good:{o-this maiſter Mercerthe diuel, 
he ſheweth alwaies rohis ſinfull chapmen the vpper 
part of his wares,namely the preſent pleaſure, delecta- 
tion, and delight of fin; butas-for the middle part of 
his wares, which is remorfe of conſcience,and the fag 
end of his wares which is Gods vengeance, theſe he 
netcr ſheweth. For (beloued) if men ſhould ſee be- 
fore hand with the ſpirituall eyes of their ſoules,erther 
the middle part of finne, which is remorfe of conſci- 
ence, or the endof finne which is Gods vengeance, 
eitherin thislife, orin theother; thenoutofdoubr, 
whe the divel ſhal offer his waresvnto the ſale, (as to 
the couet2us man his neighbors vincyard,totheadul- 
terer his neighbors wife,to the taylour long bils, tothe 
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retailer falſe weights, and ſo inthe reſt) they will all 
anſwer, {if there be any ſparke of grace or goodneſle 
in them ) asthe Athenian Orator did ypon thelike 
proffer,Ner emam tanti penitere,l wil ngt buy repen- 
tance ſo deare. And thus at laſt haue you ſcene thoſe 
impediments andlets why ſo few do finde the way of 
life. The impediments ex parte querents, in our {clues 
that ſecke the way are three,blindneſle of reaſon, per- 
uerſneſſeof will, and want of perſeuerance : and the 
lets ex parte retrahentiam are threelikewiſe; the world 
with his inticements, the fleſh with her allurements, 
and thediucll with his ſuggeſtions vntoſinne. And 
now to conclude,Saint Chryſoſtome in his firſt homily 
tothe people of Antioch, doth require a reward for 
a ſermon which he made againſt the blaſphemers of 
Godsname.Theonely reward(beloued) which I wil 
craue for my ſermon, is this , that it would pleaſe Al- 
mighty God, ſoto worke in the hearts of all you that 
haue now bene partakers of it , that you may ſay,and 
ſay truly ofmy ſermon , as Tully in his Academicks 
ſaith of YVarros bookes: Nos in noſtra vrbe pereerinan- 
tes tanquam hoſpites, tui libri quaſi domum deduxerunt, 
We who heretofore in this our city of London, by 
the blindnefle of our reaſon, the peruerſneſſe of our 
wils,and want of perſeuerance, haue erred from the 
wayes of life,and by the inticements of the world,the 
allurements of the fleſh,and the ſuggeſtions of the di- 
uell , haue wandered vp and downe inthe plaines 
of {inne, andinthe vallies of iniquitie , are thereby 
now brought home againe ynto the wayes of life, 
and reduced into the number of that little flocke, 
whereof that great Shepheard and Biſhop of our 
ſoules, 
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foules, Chriſt Teſus is the head. The which God the 
Father grant forhis Icſus Chriſt his ſake, to whom 

with the bleſſed ſpirit, three in Trinitie but one 
in Ynitic, be aſcribed all honour and 
olorie for euermore. 
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d If 1R, among many patrons of wer- 
=> Zut, and T heologicall endeuours, | 
 Ipreſume torank your name; who | ; 
© Ip as 1 know you not inferiour to the 
RL beft,for a Fantor of learning and 
7 © alouer of Pictie, (0 1 preſent you 
here with ſuch aworke beſt fitting 
' your addition, and moſt worthie | 
your patronaze_». And howſoeuer Imay ſeeme officiouſly | 
boldtopubliſhtheſe things without free conſent of the Au- 
thor (25 1 confeſſe 1 do:)yet out of earneſl deſire to raiſe him 
from obſcuritie to a deſerned eminence in the worlds ac- | 
count , and throuzhly moued with pitie, that ſo heauenly 
thines ſhould periſh with the breath they were deliuered, 
(5 if eternitie ſhould fade with a moment -) 1 hane aduen- 


zurcd to giue them longer life , ſeconding my bolancſe 
H with 
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with a ſtrong preſumption, that I ſhall fruſtrate needleſſe 
doubts, and herein deſerue your good opinion, CAnd on 
this hope 1 ret , committing We ſequele 10 your 
ſerious view, and my attempt in this 
to your fauourable con- 


- ſtruftion, 


Yours in all affection 
and durie, 


C. B. 
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MarTrTH. 25. 15. 
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day 
wor the houre when the Sonne of 
manwill come. 


S when children hauing ouer-ſlepr 
themſelues,and begin to cry,as fearing 
the correction of their ſeuere maiſters; 
their indulgent mothers do common« 
- ly comfort them with one of theſe 
two things, as firſt,that there is no time yet paſt, and 
ſecondly, that their maiſter is a gentle man and will 
forgtue them: In the very ſame manner do the carnall 
and careleſſe worldlings of this age deale with thoſe 
their acquaintance and friends, who haue fetched a 
long and a deepe fleepe infinne and ſecuritie . For 
whereas their counſellro them ſhould be that which 
| Saint Paul hath, Ephe. 5.14. Awake thou that feepeſ 
| and ſtand wp fro the dead and Chriſt ſhall giue thee light: 
theſe men cleane contrary,to take away all feare of 
indgement to come in afinner, they apply either one 
or both theſe comforts to them, firſt, that yulluw ter 
prus penitentie inidoneum, that no time 1s too late to 
come vnto God by repentance: and it they ſtagger in 
their hope notwithſtanding this firſt comfort, then 
is it commonly backed with this ſecond, that God is 
Des miſericordie,a God of mercic, and will forgiue 
them: And in this for the moſt part weare all like vn- 


to Benhadad,2.King.20.For as he fled from the King 
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of [{rael from place vnto place, tillhe was forced into 
a chamber; and when he could go no farther,thus he 


was comforted, Reges Iſrael ſunt Reges miſericordes, 


The Kings of L{raclare mercifull Kings.So men com- 
monly when they are in health and ſtrength of bodie, 
they run on in iniquitic and finne, and are impiouſly 
rebellious againſt the holy one of Ifrae] : but when 
they are chaſed as it were into their chambers cither 
by {ickneſle or old age, and when there 1s no way bur 
one,as we fay, but death with them ; then this is their 
comfort,that Dews Iſrael eff Deus miſericordix that the 
God of I{racl wil be then vnto them a God of mercy. 
But (bcloued) let vs neither flatter our fclues with 
vaine hopes , nordecciue ourneighbours with falſe 
comforts;for though God accepteth of him who co- 
meth vnto him in his old age which is the euening of 
hislife (as you may fee by him who had apenie giuen 
him, Wath.20.9. though he came at the end of the 
day to the vineyard, and by the theete (Luke 25.43.) 
who was poſted euen from the crofſe vnto Paradiſc;) 
yet God had rather thou ſhouldeſt come vnto himin 
thy youth, which is the morning of thy age. And to 
thar end ſaith thewiſe man, Eccleſ.12.1, Remember now 
thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth: caſt our comming 
vnto God ſhould be put off and deferred,he ſaith, Re- 
member now:andleaſt weſhould put off till old age or 
death,he addeth zn the dayes of thy you1h . And furcly 
if there were no other reaſon for it, or if we had not 
the lamentable example of the fiue fooliſh virgins in 
this chapter to direct vs;who calling, Lord, Loyd, opers 
no vs,when it was t00 late, were ſhut out and exclu- 


ded from the kingdome of heauen : yet —_ 
-fufh- 


Mo ee IEEE "wy 


ES AG 


The laft Indeement. 61 


ſufficient, that we ſee commonly in our experience 

carnall andcareleſſeſinners,by the iuſt iudgement of /4 fat 
God,to be puniſhed with this kinde.of puniſhment; rr wan 
nainely in old age and at the houre of death to forget 70, vt monies 
both themſelues and God, as before in their youtl many non 
they had no care to remember him . And for the ſe- obinuweft Des. 
cond comfort, that God is Dex miſericordie, a mncr- Auguſin. 
cifull God:ſureitis, that as the women ſung concer- 

ning Saul and Dana, r.Sam.18.7.Saul hah ſlaine hu 
thonſand,but Dauid hu te thouſands:So we may ſorow- 

fully fing and ſay truly,that the deſpaire of Gods mer- 

cie hath ſlaine thouſands, butthe grofle preſumption 

of his mercie hath ſlaine ten thouſands, it hath ſent 

ten times as many more vnto hell as the deſpaire of 

his mercie. And therctore let vs not ſufter our {clues 

any longer to be deceiued, for as it is true of God 

which the Prophet Dauid hath,Pſalm.86.15. thatthe 

Lord is a pitifull God, mercifull, ſlow to anger, and 

great in kindneſſe, (forall theſe doth he heape roge- 

ther in thar verſe: ) yet haue we no reaſon to be pre- 
ſumptuous vpon theſe his mercies, but we ſhould ra- . 
ther looke backe vnto the 18. Pſalme and 26, veile, 
where the Prophet ſpeaking of Ged, he faith thus, 
With the pure thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe pure, and with the 
froward thouwilt ſhew thy ſelfe froward:that 1s,as he wil 
mercifully receiue and pardon thoſc thatare penitent, 
ſohe will iuſtly repell and ſeuercly puniſh thoſe thar 
are impenitent. In the verſes which go before from 
the beginning of this Chapter,we haue the truth and 
proofe of this dotrine in the parable of. the ten vir- 
oins:For as we ſee the fiue wiſe virgins who had oyle 


in theirlampes, that is, whoſe good workes and godly 
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lives did ſhine and giuelight vnto others, asalampe 
gives light vnto thoſe thatarein darknefle , as we ſee 
theſe moſt mercifully to be receiued, and to enter in 
with the bridegroome:lo the fiue fooliſh virgins, who 
did ſlumber and fleepe,and had no careto expect the 
bridegroomes coming by a vertuous and godly lite, 
thoſe we ſee moſt iuſtly tobe ſhut out. And our Saui- 
our Chriſt concludeth and ſhutreth vp thatparable 
with this comfortable & ſweet caucat vnto vs: Watch 
therefore , for you know neither the day nor the houre 
when the Sonne of man will come. As it heſhould haue 
ſaid, ſeeing there will bea comming of the Sonne of 
man to indgement;and his comming,as it wil be toy- 
full and comfortable to the godly, ſo it will be fearfull 
and terrible to the wicked, and we know neither the 
day nor the houre when he wil come : therfore ſlum- 
bernot, \leepenot, benot careleſſe, benot ſecure in 
your ſinnes, but watch, that is, be prepared by aver- 
tuous and godly life againſt his comming ; that ſo 
when he ſhal come,you may be recciued into heauen 
with the flue wiſe virgins, and not be excluded and 
ſhut out of heauen with the fiue fooliſh. Watch ther- 
fore, for you know teither the day nor the houre when the 
Sonne of man will come. 

In theright opening & handling of which words, 
beſcech you to obſerue carefully with me theſe foure 
particular conſiderations . Firſt, that there will be a 
comming of the Sonne of man to iudgement: He wil 
come. Secondly that becauſe he commeth to judge. 
ment, therfore his comming wil be fearful & terrible. 
Thirdly that the time of his fearfull and terrible com- 


ming vnto judgement is vncertaine : Weneither know 
the 
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creaſe, then doubtleſſe the world waxingſtill old, it 
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the day nor the houre when hewil come. Andlaſtly the vie 
which weare to make of all theſe,8 this is a carcful 8& 
vigilant preparation ofourſelues againſt hisc6ming, 
m the firſt words, Yigilate igitur , Watch therefore, 

Watch therefore», for you know neither the day nor 
the houre when the Sonne of man will come>., Now 
ofall theſe in their order. And firſt for the firſt conſi- 
deration. 
1. That there wil be a comming of the Sonne of man 
to tudgement. He will come. 

It was the fond opinion of Ari/torle that great Phi- tib.r.de ces 
loſopher , that the world had no beginning, and ſo #19. 
conſequently ſhall haue noend ; and that mankind 
with all other creatures in the world,were alwayes, 
and ſhould be alwayces. The which opinion of his if 
it weretrue,then might men lawfully doubt,whether 
there ſhould bea general Seſſtons,a general calling or 
no,ofmen vnro iudgement. But the beſt way to con- 
fute a heathen,is by a heathen. It was therforcthe true PlinineSecun- 
ſentence of another heathen man, that the older the _ Ade cis 
world waxeth,the bodies of men naturally, for ſtature dci.lib.rs, 
are lefſe, and for ſtrengthare weaker; and this was the ©?-9+ 
opinion of Homer himſelfe a great Poet,and no ſmall 
Philoſopher . For ſpeaking of the battell which 
was fought betweene Aneas and Diomedes , heaffir- 
meth that Dzomedes caſt aſtone at Aneas,lo heauy and 
of ſogreat a weight,as fourteen men{ſaith he)are not 
ableto caſt thelike, as men go nowa dayes. Andifas 
the world waxeth in yeares,fo mans ſtrength doth de- 


will at laſt come to nothing;and ſoconſequently euen 


in plaine reaſon, the world and men inthe ey F 
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hauc an end.But me thinks I heare ſome godleſſe and 
prophane Atheiſt reply thus, Suppoſe that the world 
and men in the world (hall haue an end; yetI amof 
opinion that there is the ſame end ofa manthatchere 
is ofa beaſt. Abeaſt,when it dieth, the fleth is conſu- 
med,and the ſouleyaniſherh into the aire, and there 

is his full period:and why may it notbe ſo with man? | 
For the anſiver herunto:It was Plato his opinion(who 
deſerned and that juſtly,the name of adiuine)that the 
ſoules of men did not dic,but liue, being feparated fr6 
their bodyes,and thatafter this life ended they ſhould 
give anaccount of all their aftions. And thoſe fitions 
inthe Poets, concerning the Eliftan ficlds and places | 
of pleaſure for good men after this lite, and places of 
puniſhment for euil men;what did they elſe ſhew,but 
that there hath bene among the wiſeſt of the heathen 
a certaine perſwaſion of theſoules immortality, and 
that after this life it ſhould be tndged?But becauſe the 
prophane Atheiſt wilnot bedrawne to a beleeh,cither 
of the ſoules immorrality,or of the bodies refurreion 
inthe day of iudgment, vnlefle wecan winthemther- 
unto by the maine {way of reaſon , letvs ſee whether 
in reaſon wecommitany abſurdity orno,in belecuing 
the reſurretion of the body. Tertulliau propounding 
the queſtion for them : 2uomode diſſoluta materia ex- 
hiberi poteff? How is it poſſible that the matter of mis 
body being once diflolued, as it ſhall beinthe graue, 
ſhould cuer riſe againe,and be perfettly exhibited be. 
fore the iudgement ſcat of God:he doth anſwer their 
queſtion thus: uid tibinour enentet? qui non eras, fac- 
ts es, & cumiterumnon eris, fies: Whatſtrange or 
new wonderis this?thou which once wertnot, waſt 
made 
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made by God , and o hereafter whenthouſhaltnor 
be,thou ſhalt be made again; for God can ascaſily re- 
ſtore thee being diffolued into duſt , as he could cre- 
ate thee at the Zuſt being nothing. In the firſt Pſalme 
& fifth verſe wereade itthus.T he wicked ſhall not land 
in indgement: but the Caldey paraphraſe hath it thus, 
T hey ſhal not riſe in that great day, the day of iudgmitt.In 
regard of which words, ſome-Hebrew writers haue 
bene bold to makethis colleQton,thar the wicked ſhal 
not riſe, but their bodies-and ſoules atthe houreot 
death ſhall perifh and come to nothnng. But as in ma- 
ny points they are fantaſtically fooliſh : ſo.in this are 
they moſt crroncoully hereticall. Foralthough itbe 
there ſaid,that the wicked ſhal not riſem 1udgmet, we 
mult not thereby gather, Carere eos refurgena; natura, 
ſedreſurgendi in iudicium perdidifſe ordinem: We muſt 


not gather, that the nature & property of riſing ſhal be 


wating vnto the,butthat theyhaueloſt the order of ri 
ſing vnto iudgmet. Now what the order of rifing vn- 
ro 1udgemet is, we may (ce in thethird of 10h. the 18. 
& '19.ver. where our Sauiour faith thus. He that belee- 
ueth in n.e ſhall not be indged,but he which beleeueth not, 
lam indicativs eſte ts already iudeed. The which words 
of ourSauiour, . haply they may trouble the carcletle 
hearers,andrhe negligent readers therofzforin thathe 
faith, he that beleeneth in me ſhall not be indged, there he 
exempreth the faithful from iudgment:and inthathe 
ſaith herhat beleeneth not gs already indged,heſeemes to 


reach thatthe Infidels ſhal not be admitted vnto iudg- 


ment. Andifthefaithfullare exempted fro iudgemer 
tocome, andthe Infidels arcalready iudged ; why 


then, Non videtur locus eſſe reliftus indicio , Itſhould 
I lceme 
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ſceme there is no place left for iudgement ,' and that 
there are no per{os tobe iudged. Yes ſaithHilary;for in 
the 18.verſe,our Sauior hauing exEpted the belceuers 
and vnbelceuers; the belecuers 4 zuaicio condemnatio- 
zi, from the iudgement of condemnation : and the 
Infidels and vnbekeevers, becauſe their judgement of 
condemnation is ſo certain, that itis in the eternall de- 
cree of Godalrcady paſt, and there remaines onely at 
the laſt day but the publication thereof . In the 19. 
verſe he exprefſeth the parties:tobe iudged, and the 
cauſe of their tudgement; for chus he ſaith: This ts the 
condemnation , that lizhtis come into the world, and 
men loued darkeneſſe rather then the lizht, becauſe 
their deeds are enill, As if he bad ſaid: There is a middle 
ſortof people, whichare neither altogether without 
faich,nor abſolutely fairhfull;the feare of God contai- 
neththem in the Church, burthe vaine vanities of the 
world draw them vnto ſecular vices,0rant quiatiment, 
peccant quia volunt, they pray becauſe they are afraid 
of Godand his indgements, but withall they com- 
mitſinne, becauſe they take a pleaſure and delight in 
it, Theſe then which doloue darkeneſle rather then 
light,thatis, which are content to loue Chriſt who is 
the light ofthe world , but withall they preferre the 
euil{ deeds of darkneſfe,thefe are they (let the Hebrew 
writers fable what they wil) which ſhal one day come 
toi1adgement. And that we may the better conceiue, 
and belecue this; there are as you know, in ouraſliſes 
and ſeflions here vpon carth,cerraine thingsneceſſart- 
ly required. As firſt , there is required the perſon and 
preſence of the Iudge. Secondly, certaine vpright Iu- 
ftices his aſſiſtants vpon the bench. Thirdly,the citari- 
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on ofthe priſoners to the bar, with leaue giuen them 

to pleade tor theſelues. Foutrhly,theallegation or ac- 
cutati6 of the witneſſes. Fiftly,the Iudges verdit.Sixt- 
ly,the proceeding to ſentence cither of abſolution or 
condemnation. And laſtly the execution ofthe ſen- 
rence comitted to the ſheriffeor bayliffe.Ofal which 
(beloued) that we may the better beleeue thatgreat 
ſcfhons in that laſt and dreadfull day of indgementr, 
we haue ſpcciall mention in the Scriptures. And firſt 
for the Iudge,that is Ieſus Chriſt the ſecond perſon in 
Trinitie. For howſocuer the whole Trinitie haue a 
ſtroke inthe mas. the execution thereofis com- 
micted by them to the ſecond perſon. So Chriſt him- 
ſelfe ſairh(10bn the 5.22.) The Father iudgeth noman, 
but hath commited all iudgement to theSonne. So Saint 


Paul ſaith (Rom.14.10.) Wemuſt all of vs appeare be- 
for the iudgement ſeat of Chriſt. And Saint Auſtim giuetly 
areaſon of it thus , Y/? ea natura indicem agat, que ſub 
rudice ſtetit , That he may aRthe office ofa iudge in 
that nature in which he ſtood before a iudge. Sc- 
condly,for his aſſiſtants ypon the bench, they are his 
diſciples ( Math. 19. 28. ) For when the ſonne of man 
(faith Chriſt) ſhall it in the throne of his mateſtte , yee 
which haue followed me in the regeneration p/n ſitalſs 
w/pon twelue thrones, and iudze the twelue trives of Iſrael. 
And thirdly, forthe bringing of thepriſonersto the 
bar, yee haue itin the 5.of 7obn and 28.yerl. The houre 
ſhatl come in which all that ave in the graues ſhall heare 
the voice of the ſanne of God, and they ſhal come forth that 
haue done good unto the reſurrettion of life , but they 
which haue done enill unto the reſarrection of condemna- 
ton, At whichtime the priſoner oy haue free liber- 

2 ty 
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ty to ſpeake what he can for himſelfe ; for fo they on 
thelefr hand pleadenotguilty(CMath.25. 44.) Lord 
when hane we ſeene thee an hizzred, or athirſt, or a ſtran- 
ger,or naked,or ſickegor in priſon, did not miniſter un- 
ro thee? And fourthly,for the witneſſes,they are more 
then two. For firſt Chriſt who is the Iudge, hewill 
witneſſe againſt vs. ler. 29.23.Ego ſum index & teſtis, 
Iam both aiudze and awitneſſe. And whereas menare 
often compelled and enforced to beare witneſfle to 
the truth;in the third of Malachy and fift verſe: E20 
ſamteſtis velox, Lama ſwift witnefle. And it Chriſt 
ſhould faile in his reſtimonie againſt vs, yethis law- 
giver Moſes wil not faile; foro Chriſt ſaith(104.5.45.) 
Dont thinke that I will accuſe you to my Father: there ts 
one that accuſeth you,euen Moſes inwho you truſt. And 
though Chriſt and cAMofes both do faile in their wit- 
neffe, yet is there another who will notbe wanting, 
cuenthe diucll, in who many have truſted roo much» 
For in the 12.0f the Reuel.10.v.Sathan the accuſer of 
the brethren is caſt downe,who accuſeth them before 
God day and night. And thus, ſaith Saint Augaſtine, 
will he vrge in thelaſt day and enforce his accuſation 
before God. Thine they were O king of heaucn by 
creation , bur mine they are by tranſgreſſion. Twi per 
gratiam quam amiſerunst , mei per culpam inqua deceſſe- 
runt:Thine they were by grace, which wiltully they 
hane caſt away, mine they are by {ins, which hath caſt 
themaway:thine they were by the glorious merit of 
thy paſſion , mine they are for want of charitable 
compaſſion : thinethey were becauſe thou diedſt for 
their ſins, mine they they are becauſe they died nor, 


but liued vato ſin.Nob# ergo aſſocentur in penis qui co- 
for- 
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formati ſunt in culpis: and therfore 0 ſupreme iudge,it 
ſtands withequitie & inſtice,that theſe ſhold be parta- 
kers 11 our puniſhments, who while they liued in the 
world, were companions in ourſinnes, But if Chriſt, 
and Moſes,and the diuel ſhould faile in their witneſle, 
though neither of theſe did know of thy {inne, and fo 
conſequently could not iuſtly accuſe thee;yet as Lac- 
tantins well ſaith, 2uid prodeſt tibi non habere conſcium, 
habenti conſcientia?: What will the ignorance of others. 
auaile thee, when as the teſtimony of thy owne con- 
{cience wil preuaile againſt thee?Foras therearefome 
which haue a good conſcience(Heb.13.18.) ſo there 
are others which haue a bad conſcience, a conſcience 
ſeared witha hot iron (1. T7m0th. 4.4.) Andas they 
whoin godly pureneſſeand not in fleſhly wiſedome, 
hauectheir conucrſation in this world, the teſtimony 
of their conſcience ſhal cauſe them toreioyce (1. Cor. 
I. 12.) ſothey which have followed the vaine 
pleaſures,& the pleaſing vanities of this world,the te- 
ſtimony of their conſcienceſhall cauſe the to lament. TL 


And then a mans ownecoſcience acccuſing him,there , +9 


needeth no jury to be impannelled: for the party cons yas in vrnam 


feſſing the action , the Iudoe will immediatly pro- /e!<bant cony- 
7 cere:litere fue- 


ceed to ſentence,the which ſentence ſhall not be (like ,;,; c 1%. 


the Roman *A) a ſentence of Abſolution , whereof r« 46ſoutio- 
mention.is made(Marh.25.34.) Ventte benedicti,Come We Hera 
Je bleſſed of my Father inherit the kingdome prepared for nietaliiv ic. 
you from the foundation of the world. But it (hall be(like as oat 
that vigrumbwz ofthe Grecks)a ſentence of condem- [,7omennte 


nation, whereof mention is made in the ſame chapter gear Roma- 
- | #0 10TUm C.mav 


and 41.verſe, Ite malcdidti, Co ye eur(ed mio exerlaſiing Romanerim. 


fire, which is prepared for the dinell and his Angels. And |, 
I 3 then 
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then laſt ofall followeth the executis of the icritence, 
the charge whereofſhall be committed to the Angels. 


For ſo faith our Sauiour(Math. 13.49.) At theend of 


the world, the Anzels ſhal go forth,and ſeuer the bad from 
among the iuſt, and ſhall caſt them into a fornace of fire, 
where ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. Sothento 
conclude this with thatof the Preacher (Eccl.11.9.) 
Rejoyce 6 young man m thy youth Jet thy heart cheere thee 
in the dayes of thy youth , walke in the wayes of thy heart, 
and inthe luſts of thine owne / 0 yet know that for all 
theſe things God ſhall bring thee unto indgement.Be not 
therefore decciued , neither flatter your ſelues with 
this vaine imagination,that though you commit ſinne 
with greedineſle, yet there will be no reckoning and 
account for it.Say not within your ſclues,as it 1s in the 
5.0fEccle.4. I haue ſinned and whatcuill hath come 
vnto me? For as itfolloweth in the ſame place, Domi- 
*Patiensred- n145 eſt*patiens redditor: T he Lord is a patient rewarder, 
= —_ thatis,as heis patient fora time and expecteth thy re- 
honin-m& turne from ſinne;ſo heisa rewarder, & willnot leaue 
pro as thee vapuniſhed. Lento gradu ad vindiitam ira dinina 
oripiren; mae procedit,ſed tarditatem ſupplicy grauttate indicy recom- 
eantur to- penſat; Theiuſtice of God goes ſlowly indeed,bur it 
potato recompenſcth the {lackneſſeof iudgement with the 
damnat.Gree, heauineſle thereof. And therefore as A brahamaid 
 Hom.1z#E- ynto the rich man, (Luke 16.25.) Hic bona,ſed illic ma- 
Fad la, Herethou recciuedſt good things, butnow thou 
art tormented : fo haply withoutany checke or con- 
trolement , thou maieſt follow thy (infull pleaſures 
and delights here in this world;but there will one day 
come a time,ywhen forthoſe thou ſhalt bebroughtbe- 
fore a Tudge,and the iudge ſhall deliuer thee toa iay- 


lour, 
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lour,and the ;aylour ſhall caſtthee intopriſon, from 
whence thou ſhalt neuer be releaſed - And therefore 
howlſocuer there hath heretofore bene no impreſſion 
in ourheartsof this 1udgement to come, yet hereafter 
as Saint Hierom conteſſeth of himſelfe, ſive comed.cs, 

ſine bibas, whether thou eateſt or drinkeſt, whether 
thou wakeſt or {leepeſt, whether thou walkeſt abroad 
or ſtayeſt at home, let that be cuer ſounding in thy 
eares, which was euer ſounding in his cares : Surgrte 
mortus,uenite ad iudicium:Arile © you dead,and come 
to iudgement. Thus much for the firſt conſideration: , 
Thatthere will be a comming of the Sonne of man to 
iudgement. I come to the fecond. 
2. That this his comming vnto Iudgement will be 
terrible, 
In the ninth of Eſay and {1xt verſe, the Prophet 
ſpeaking of the coming of our Sautor Chriſt, he ſaith 
thus: Parnulus nates oft nobis : A child is borne wnto ws, 
and his name ſhall be called Wonderful,Counſeller, the e- 
werlaſting Father, the Prince of peace : and in the 21, of 
Matthew and fift verſe,there is the prophelſie fulfilled, 
Fice Rex tunswerit tibi manſnetus:T el ye the daughter of 
 Sion,Behold thy King commeth vnto thee meek. Butthat 
ſetteth out his firſt coming:but now weare to lay opE 
his ſecond comming. Then he came in humilitie, but 
now weareto ſpeake of his comming in glorie. Then 
he came like milde and little Da##a,to free vs from 19917. 
the Diuel thatgreat Go/iah; but hereafter he wil come 
like angry and armed Dax#a, againft ingratefull Na- 3.Sam.zy, 
baels. Then he came with comforts in his right hand; 
for he came not ro call the righteous, but finnerstore- wy, ,,, Y 


pentance: buthercafterhe ſhall come with —_— loha 5.29, 
is 
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his left hand, for he ſhall call the vnrepentant ſinners 
vnto iudgement. Then,that the world might be cru- 
cified vntoys, and we vnto the world, Chriſt Ieſus 
vouchlafed to be crucified in the world: but hereafter 
becaule the preaching of Chriſt his croſle is accoun- 
ted fooliſhneſle by the wicked world, therefore 
leſus Chriſt wil come to crucifie the world. Then the 
Mat.zr-9. people ſhouted, and diſtindtly cried Hoſanna for ioy, 
Mat-24439- but hereafter the wicked ſhall yell & make a confuſed 
noiſe for feare;yea ſo feartull wil this his ſecond com- 
ming vnto iudgement be, that Saint Paul diſputing 
of it before Felzx,(as now before you ) it made the 
very heart of Felix to tremble. Act. 24.26. And no 
maruel], for if that firſt apparition of God was ſo fear- 
full and terrible to the people of the Iewes (Exodus 
20.18.) that Moſes himſelte ſaid, 7 feare and rrem- | 
ble, and the people fled, and ſtood a farre off, and | 
ſayd to Moſes, Talke thou with vs, and we will 
heare, but let not God talke with vs, leait we die: 
how fearfull then and terrible will his ſecond com- 
ming be? For at thatfirſt appearing he came onely to 
gjivethem lawes; but atthis ſecond he will come to 
Heſt.15.10. Puniſh the tranſgreſſors of his lawes. Surely if Heſter 
fell vpon theground, andlite fora time went out at 
the gates of her body, when ſhe beheld themaieſtic of 
Dan8.37 CAſſuerus the King : if Daniel in the cight chapter of 
his propheſie,at the ſightof an Angell trembled and 
was fore afraid : if the keepers of the ſepulcher in the | 

day of our Sauiour his reſurretion,were terrified and 
becameas dead men : if the Jewes comming armed | 
loha 18.6, into the garden to apprehend Teſus, when they heard 
him but ſay, Ego ſum, Iam the man; if they fell back- 
ward 
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ward ypon the ground, and became as dead men : O 
then what ſhall miſerable men and women do, when 
they ſhall ſee Ieſus Chriſt nor yeclding vp his body 
ro bepnniſhed by ſinners as then, but comming in 
theclouds with power and greatglorie topuniſh ſin- Luke 21.-7, 
ners* 

Indeede if there were the ſame meanes and ſuch 
hopes of preſeruing men fr the judgement to come, 
as there are of preuenting iudgement and iuſtice here 
vpon the earth , then the teare thereof were altoge- 
ther ne:dlefſe: but you ſhall ſce the caſe is farre diffe- 
rent. For firſt, here vpon earth when men ſtand vpon 
life and death, interceſſion is made by others for the 
procurement of their delivery : yea oftentimes ſpee- 
ches in commendation of the priſoner are admitted 
by the bench; for ſo was the cuſtome among the Ro- Pluterch. 
manes;till the law of Pompey tooke it away. But in the 
day of the laſt iudgement, there will be no place for 
interceſſion, there ſhall then be no 7046 to intreate for -.Sam. :4. 
Abſolom , there ſhallthen be no Abzail to ſpeake for * 25 
Nabal, Thetruth of which doctrine is moſt cuident 
in the Scriptures: for looke into the 22.0f Matthew 
and r3.verſe , and you ſhall there ſee, that the partic 
that had noton a wedding garment, was commaun- 
ded our of the bride-houſe , and caft into vtter dark- 
neſſe, andno man did once intreate for him. Looke 
into the 25.0f cMatthewand 38.verſe, and you ſhall 
there likewiſe ſee,thatthe ſeruant which had receiued 
but onetalent, and without any employment to his 
maſters aduantage had hid it in the earth , had his ta- 
leat taken from him,and was caſt into vtter darkneſſe, 


and no man intreated for him. Nay,looke butinto the 
k verſe 
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þ. verfe going next before mytest, and you ſhall heare 
the fiue fooliſh virgins crying: Lord, Lora,openwnto vs. 
Andreceiuing this vncomfortable anſwer from the 
- 1x99 dur mouth of comfort it ſelte: Neſcro vos, 1 know you not. 
elait ix amore, Rat 15] hauc reiected you, I hauereprobared you;and 
Greg.in1b none, nonot their Jate familiar friends and compani- 
#1167: ons,the other wile virgins,requeſted fauour for then. 


Againe, here vpon earth though no man intcate 


his anceſtors good deeds, and the good demerits of 

his friends that beliutng,may moue the Tudgeto pity 

and compaſſion : but tor aman to truſt to this fauour 

in the day of iudgement, were toleane vpona broken 

reed; forthe men that do beſt fulfill the commande- 

ments of God, are tearmed in the 17.0f Saint Luke» 

and 10.verſe, Serut inutiles, Vnprofitable ſeruants, And 

then asthe five wile virgins anſwered the fiue foo- 
liſh,(Mat.25.9.) We cannotgiue you of our ojle,lcaft 
peraducnture there will not be enough for vs & you: 

ſothe beſt men that be, cannot lend their friends any 

of theirgood workes ; for if they do, withoutall pcr- 

aduenture they will leaue too few for themſelucs, 

And thirdly,though neither of theſe two do come 

to paſſe, yetmany times the {ubtiltie of the offender, 

and his cunning contriued ſpeech, do ouer-reach the 
wiſedome of the Iudge: but this hope ſhall faile a ſin- 

ner in the day of judgement . Ourfirſt mother Exe, 
 fomuchasin herlay, ſhedid hide her fin from God; 

and ſo did Cazz the death of Abe/: and haply faith. 
Ambroſineſa. Ambroſe, tin affectu habemus abſcondere,non in effettu: 
11g: we may with them affect the hiding of our fins from 
God, but we neucr can cfte& it. In the 20.0f S. Luke 
and 


for an offender, yet oftentimes the freſh memory of 
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and the 20.verſe, the Scribes and Phariſes come with 
cunning contriued ſpeeches ynto Chriſt, hoping to 
intrap him; but as cunning as they were, our Sautour 
was t00 cunning for rhem: for in the 23.veriſe, Quid 
tentaths hypocrite? Why tempt you me,ye hypocrites? And 
ſurely if craft and ſubtiltic could nor ouertake our Sa- 
uviour when hecame in humilitie, much elle ſhall he 
be ouertaken thereby when he ſhall come in glory. 

And fourthly, though neitherof theſe thrice doe 
happen 1n our earthly tudgements, yet we ſce by ex- 
perience that witneſles arc oft kept backe, and by that 
meanes the priſ-1er 15 ſer free: but at Chriſt his com- 
ming vnto tudgement, there is no ſuch aduantage to 
be expected. For,as Saint Bernard well obſerues, in a 
mans owne houlſe,and in a mans owne family,he (hal D-oriſmedir. 
not faile of his accuſer, his witneſle,and his judge. Ac- ©-13* 
cuſat conſcientia,teſtus eſt memorta, ratio index: his con- 
{cience that will be his accuſer, his memory that will 
be his witneſle, and his reaſon that will be his judge 
to condemne him. And leaſt it ſhould be obieted 
thata mans memory may faile, and ſo conſequently 
the witneſle, behold then a witneſſe whom nothing 
can cauſe to faile: Becauſe they haue done villany in Iſra- 
el, and committed adultery with their neighbours wines, 
euen I ſee it, and Iteſlifieit ſaith the Lord, Ter.29.23. 

And fiftly,though neither of theſe fall out, yet if a 
man be nobly borne,& deſcend from honorable and 
princely parents, then none almoſt dare meddle with 
him,or once call his ſinnes in queſtion. But as Mordo- 
cay in the fourth of Eſter and 15. verſe, ſaid vnto the 

ueene,when as theſentence of death was paſt vpon 


all the people of the Iewes inthe kingdomes of Aſſue- 
K 2 HS, 
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rus; thinke not with thy ſelfe that thou ſhalt ..cape 
mrthe Kings houſe, more thenall the Iewes : ſo atthe 
day of judgement, when all ourſins ſhall belaydopen 
before God;men,and Angels, itis not ournoble and 
honorablebloud, itis nota Kings houſe,nora Kings 
linage that can exempt vs.But may nor mony procure 
vs fauour withthe Iudge, and bea meanesto ſtay the 
courle of iuſtice?Indeed I conteſſethat mony may do 
much with earthly Iudges; it may turne judgement 
into mercy; and mercy into iudgement : but 1t is not 
the multitude of-gifts(ſaith Zeb in his 36.chap.and 18. 
verſe)that can.dehuerthee tr6 the wrath ofthe Tudge 
of heauen. 

 Butfay,none of all theſe do preuaile in ourearthly 
iadgements,yet either by the conniuencie of the Tai- 
lor,or the weakneſle of the priſon,a condemned man 
may elcape : butafter the ſentence 15 once pronoun- 


ced inthis laſt —_ . both theſe comforts will 


faile aſ{inner.For firſtthe diuell, who is Taylor, will 
be ſovigilant, asno priſoner committed to his iayle 
ſhall haueleane to depart. And tor the ſecond, which 
is breaking of priſon, that is impoſſible for thoſe who 
are bound hand and foote, and fo aref{inners bound 
after iudgement, Matth.22,73.T ake him. and bind him 
hand and foote, and cat him into viter aarkneſſe, And 
yet ſuppoſe that they could vnlooſe themſclues, as 
ſomethatare bound may do, yetisthereno hope of 
euaſion:forin the 16.0f Zuke and 26.verle, it is Abra- 
hams ipeech vnto the-rich man in hell: Berweene you 
and vs there is a great zulfe, ſo that we cannot come vnts 
you, neither can you come vnto v5.50 that hitherto you 
ſee this comming of Chriſt vnto iudgement to be ter- 
| rible, 
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rible . Butif we ſhallnow alittle farther confider th 
3} rigor & ſeueritie of the ſentence, which ſhall be thun- 
dered from the mouth of the Iudge againſt the wic- 
ked; I make noqueſtion butthe terror thereof wilap- 
peare much greater. The ſentence is {ct downe in the 
25.0f Mathew,and 41.verlc, Depart from me ye curſed 
mt eaerlaſtine fire, which # prepared for the Diuell and 
his Angels . In which words, firſt the puniſhment of pan dams, 
| lofſe,as theDiuines terme it,contained intheſe words 
Depart fromme, doth declare the ſeueritie ot the ſen- 
tence. For iFone day in Gods courts be better then a 
thouſand elſewhere,as the Propher Dawg ſaith in the 
84.Pſalme and 10.verſe:then to be not onely arhou- 
| ſand yearcs, but for cuer elſewhere, and not one day 
in the courts of God,it muſt needs bea grieuous and 
a great puniſhment. For a man to loſe his lands here in 
this world , what a vexation and priefe is it tormnany 
men:itdoth oft times dijue men voto their wits-cnd: 
how then thinke we will finnc1s be aftected and affli- 
ed inmind,who when Chriſt Icſus by his moſt pre- 
cious-bloud hath purchaſed for thera no worſc land 
then the land of theliuing, the kingdome of heauen, 
they bytheir wiltull rebellion will be the occaſion of 
q the loſſeofit? Were notthe lſraclites grieued thinke 
you, when from a ſorrowfull heart they told CA7oſes 
that he had brought them from a land which flo- 
wed with milke and honey, into a barren wilder- | 
neſſe,todeſtroy them with famine « And will t not | 
be a greater torment to the-wicked in the laſt day, = 
when they ſhall heare and ſee. themſclues baniſhed | 
from heauen,and the preſence of God, in whoſe pre- I: 
ſence,as the Plalmiſt ſaith,Pſal.16.and laſt verle,there 3* 
K 3 1s 
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is fulnefſe of ioy, and at whoſeright hand there are 
pleaſures for eucrmore; and then ſent into a place 
whete there is a famine ofall good things,a famine of 
toy,a famine of caſe, a famine of the comfortable pre- 
ſence of God? Surely it the Apoſtles for that litle time 
that Chriſt told them he was to beabſent from them, 
they were ſo ſorowfull and ſad, 794» 16.21.that Chriſt 
himſelfe meaſureth their mourning by the mourning 
of a woman in hertrauell. And it Peter, to whom 

Chriſt had ſaid,1f'/ waſh thee not ,thou ſhalt haue no part 

with me, was [oloth to part with Chriſt,that he ſaid, 

Lord,not my feete onely , but my hanas and my head alſo: 

in what caſe ſhall miſerable and accurſed ſinners be, 

who not for a time onely,but forall eternitic are ſhut 

out and baniſhed from the ſight of God? 

As then the rigor and ſcueritic of the Iudiciall ſen- 
tence appeareth in the puniſhment of loſſe, o is it 
orcatly amplified by the puniſhment ofſenſe;for they 
arenotonly baniſhed by the Iudge from heauen, De- 


part from me , but they are ſent into aplace of puniſh- 


ment, into hell fire. The Epicure,ſaith Tertull;an,doth 
eſtimate all ſorrow and puniſhment after this maner: 


Yertul aduerſ, Modicus eruciatue eſt contemptibilis nagnus noneſt diu- 
Gentes.cap.gs. turns: If the puniſhment be but ſmall, then aman of 


| 


any ſpirit will contemne1t;and if it begreat,this is the 


comfort,that it cannot laſt long. But(ſaith he)the E- 


picure deceiues himſelte , becauſe theJawes of God 


do promiſe citheran cucrlaſting reward to the obſer- 


uers , or a perpetuall puniſhment to the breakers, 
And therfore the ſentence runs not thus, Ire in i1gne, 
Go intofire , though that had bin agreat and agrie- 
uous puniſhment ; but to make it the more grieuous 
and 
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and the more terrible,they are commanded zx ignem 
eternum,into cuerlaſting fire. Grieuous were the pu- 
niſhments that were inflicted vpon Adamftor his lin, 
(Gen.3.)forfirſt he was caſt out of Paradiſe,and then 
he was ſent into aplace of thornes and thiſtles, there 
to eate his bread in the ſweat of his brow all the dayes 
of his life: but far more gricuous wil be the puniſhmet 
of Adams wicked children at the day of tudgement. 

for firſt they ſhall be depriued of heauen,aplace more 
beautifull then Paradiſe, and then they ſhall be caſt 
intoa burning lake, which 1s a farre worſe place then 
a place of thornes and thiſtles. And whereas .Adanm 
found this comfort in his puniſhment, that there was 
a donec in terram in it,thatat laſt there wold be an end, 
the end ofhis life was the period of his puniſhment: 
yet the puniſhment of his wicked poſteritic ſhall ad- 
mit nolimitation of time, bur theyſhall go (faith the 
Iudge)into cucrlaſting fire , that is, they ſhall burne 
for euer and cuer inthatlake of fire . Indeed it were 
ſome comfort if they were to ſuffer this puniſhment 
no more thouſands of yeares then there be ſands on 
the ſea ſhore, or graſle piles vpon the ground, orno 
more millions of ages then there are creatures in hea- 
uen,in earth,and in the fea; forthen were there ſome 
hope that atlaſt there would bean end. Butto be ſent 
in ignem eternum,imto cuerlaſting fire, that is, conti- 
nually to burne,and neuer to beburned vp, andafter 
infinite millions of ages to be as farre from an end as 
at the firſt entrance into this torment, this is ſo ſeucre 
and rigorous a doome, as neither the tongues of An- 
gels or of men areable to expreſle it. 


Andas the rigor of the doome appeares, firſt by the 
puniſh- 


- - : . > 0 o_ I ere I es - — 
3 — et hy — — 


—— a -— 


bf The la# Indeement. 
paniſhment of loſſe, intharthey are commaunded 
out of Gods preſence, Depart from me; and ſecondly 
by the puniſhment of ſenſe, in that they are ſent,not 
onely into fire, butinto cuerlaſting fire. Soto make it 
euery waycomplete,thatnothing more might be ad- 
ded to it;zvnto the former words of this ſentence, De- 
part fro me jnto everlaſting firegthe Iudge doth adioyne 
theſclatter, which # prepared for the Diuell and his An- 
2els. Men that are in milcry, they are commonly of 
this mind and nature, thatthey would nor haue their 
friends and acquaintance comeinto the like miſery; - 
and therefore the purple glutton (Luke 16.27.) being 
in hell,maketh this requett vnto Abraham : Father 4- 
braham,ſend Lazarus I pray thee to my fathers houſe, 
that he may teſtifie unto my fiue brethren , leaſt they alſo 
come into this place of torment, And as men areloth to 
haue their friends companions in their miſery; ſoare 
they as loth to haue thoſe their companions who wil 
helpe to augment and increaſetheir miſeries: but the 
wicked, that their ſentence of condemnation might 
appeare the greater,they (hal not only alwayes burne, 
but their companions in this fire ſhallbe the Diuell 
and his Angels. Whenthe Ilewes ſate in iudgement 
vpon our Sauiour Chriſt, they reſolued vpon theſe 
three things againſt him: firſt, that he muſt be taken 
from among them ; ſecondly, that he muſtdie the 
ſhamefull and ignominious death of the crofſe , and 
thirdly,to do him the greater diſgrace,as they thought 
to vexe him the more;he muſt die in the companie of 
two theeues. And therefore hereafter, when Chriſt 
ſhall come in his glory to iudge the ſinnes both of 
lewes and Gentiles , he will reſolue vpon three the 


like 


likefor them, which they refolued for him. For firſt, 
as they could not abide his preſence , and therefore 
they crycd zo/lite take him away : ſohe will not abide 
their preſence, but will ſay vntothem, Diſcedtte a mie 
Depart from me, Andiccondly,as they reſolued vpon 
no honorable death for him, but ſuch a deathas was 
inflicted ypon vile and ignominious perſons : ſo the 
maner of dying which heallotteth vnto the is ſuch,as 
belogeth only vnto people thatare curſed. Andlaſt of 


all, as they which did die with Chriſt were no better | 


then theeues: ſo their friends in tormet are the fiends, 
and their companions in fireare the diuell and his an- 
gels. And therfore forthe concluſion of this point,re- 
member onely rhat ſhort, but ſweete caueat which S. 
Auitin giveth, writing vpon the 80.Plalme, Si non ti. 
mes mitti quo,vide cis quo, If thou art not afraid to burn 
for thy ſinnes in hell, yet be afraid coburne with ſuch 
helliſh companions asarethe diuell and his Angels. 
And thus haue you ſeene the terrorof Chriſt his c6- 
ming vnto iudgement,as by other other circumſtan- 
ces,{o eſpecially by therigor & ſeuerity of the Tudge- 
ment ſentence; which firſtdepriueth them of heaven, 

Depart from me:and the adiugeth them to hell, Goin- 
to fire. Thirdly,there to burnenot for a time but for 
cuer,into euerlaſting fire; and that with no better c6- 

panions then the divell and his Angels. I come now 

to the third point and this 1s: 


3. Thatthetimeofthis terrible coming vnto iudg- 


ment is yncertaine. For we know not,faith my 
text,cither day or houre whenit will be. 
In the third verſe ofthe chaptergoing before, the 


24. of Mathew, the Ty of our Sauiour _ 
F C- 


T he laſt Indgement. | $t -. 


_- 


Ep:ft.78. 


$2 T he laſt Indgement. 
; deſirous to be re{oluedofa double doubt,firſt at what 
time the temple of Ieruſalem ſhold be deſtroyed, and 


ſecondly,when hislaſt coming vnto iudgment ſhould 
bezour Sauiour Chriſt for their better inſtruction tel- 
leth them that there ſhall be warres, and rumours of 
warres, that nation ſhall riſe againſt nation, and king- 
domeagainft kingdome,that there ſhall be peſtilence, 
and famine,8: earthquakes in diuers places. Allwhich 
ignes with many other in that chapter, though ſome 
hauereſtrained to the firſt queſtion of thedeſtruftion 
of Ieruſalem : yet according tothe iudgement ofthe 
moſt interpreters, they containe a mixt an{wer vnto 
both,andareſ1gnes not only of the particular defola- 
tion of Ieruſale,but alſo of the finall diffolution of the 
whole world in the day of iudgemet. And grant this, 
yetno other collectio can fitly be gathered hence, but 
that which Saint A#u/{i» long {ince obſerued, Modum 
patefecit, tempres celare voluit: He concealeth the time, 
andexpreſſeth onelythe manner of his coming. And 
therefore for any man to thinke himſelte ſuthciently 
inſtructed ofthe time of Chriſt his coming by reaſon 
of thoſe prognoſtickeſ1gnes which our Sautour hath 
ter downe, itis a grofle anda fooliſh impiety. Yea 
faith Saint CAu#m, to takea computation of times, 
that therby we may know when the end of the world 


_ andChriſthis. coming ſhail be 3 Ni4il 1detur alind, 


quam ſcire velle,quoa Chriitns att ſcire neminew: poſſe: It 
1s nothing elſe, butto be deftrous to know that which 
our Sautour Chriſt hath ſaid noman can know. For 
of that day and houre knoweth no man,faith Chriſt, Mat. 
24.36.10 not the Anzels of heauen, but my Father ontly. 
Nay,in the 13. of Saint Marke,and 32,verſe, he excep- 

; teth 
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teth againſt himſelf,to leue the highknowledse ther- 
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of to his Father;0f that day and houre knoweth nomas , 


no not the Angels which are in heautn, neither the Sonne 
himſelfe, (as heis man only)ſane the Father, And ther - 
fore that the world might be the better refolued in 
this point,in thevncertainty of his coming vnto iudg- 
ment; beſides thoſe many watchwords of his to the 
world: Itisnotfor you to know the times and ſeaſons 


which the fatherharh putin his owne power, You yu 
know not whathoure your maiſter will come, You Math.z5.r3. 
know not the day northe houre when the Sonne of Mak-13.33, 


man will come. Yee know not when the time is,and 
thelike: He hath in the Goſpell compared his coming 
vnto three things,which come molt ſodainly and be- 
fore we areaware : and theſeare; a ſnare, a thicfe, and 
the floud of Noah.In the 21.of Luke,and 34.verle, he 
reſembleth the day of his coming vnto iudgementto 
a ſnare: T ake heed wntoyour ſelues leaſt at any time your 
hearts be ouercome with ſurfetting,and drnukenneſſe,and 
the cares of thus life and leaſt that day come on you at vn- 
awaves, for as 4 ſnare ſhall it come on all thz that dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. Aſnare you know entigleth 
on the ſodaine, and the birds and wilde beaſts whilſt 
t. areleſſe of danger they are intentiue to theirfoode, 
they ſodainly fall intoir. And fo it is with man, faith 
Solomon,he confidereth not his end,Ecclel. 9.12.But 
as the fiſhes which are taken in anet, and as the 
birds which are caught ina ſnare; ſoare the children 
of men ſnared inthe euill, when it falleth ſodain- 
ly vpon them. Men may feaſtit merrily with 7obs 
children,and be frolick with their companions amidſt 


lob. 1.19, 


their cups, with Balthaſſarzand as it is in the 21.0f 70b, Dao.s.;3 
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may call for the T abret and the Harpe,and reionce 
in the ſound of Organs : bu1 04 the ſodaine euen before 
they be aware they 8 downe into the grauc, faith 1obythat 
is,they fatintothe ſnare o fdeath, and ſo conſequent. 
ly intothe ſhare of iudgement. For, 2uals in die iſto 
quiſg, moritur gal in die ills indicabitur : as the day of 
mans death leaues him, ſo the day of Gods laſtiudge- 
ment ſhall finde him. Andas Chriſt for the ſodainefle 
& vncertainty of his coming, comparcth it to a ſnare; 
ſo he comparcth it likewiſeto the coming ofa theete. 
Math. 24. 43. hk the good man of the honſe did know at 
what hoare the theefe would come, he would ſurely watch, 
end not ſuffer his houſe to be digged through. And there- 
fore be ye allo ready:forin the houre yethinknor,wil 
the ſon ofmancome.The Apoſtle Peter in his fecond 
Epiſtle 3.10.makes the ſame reſemblance. T be day of 
the Lord will come euen a5 4 theefe in the might , in the 
which the heauens ſhall paſſe away with a noyſe,and the e- 
lements ſhall melt with heat,and the earth with the works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up. And Saint Panle (1. 
Thefl.5.2.) handling the ſame argument, hath the ve- 


ry ſame. T he day of the Lord ſhall come as a theefe inthe 
night, and when men ſhall ſay peace and ſafety , then ſhalt 


come pon thens ſodaine deitruttion,as the trauell pon a 
woman with Ald wd they ſhallnot eſcape. Andasthe 


day of Chriſt his comming is compared for the vn- 
certaintie thereof vnrto a ſnare and a theefe : fo for the 
ſame cauſe iris'comparcd by him to the loud of No- 
ah. Math. 24.36. As the dayes of Noah were, ſb likewiſe 
(faith-Chriſt) /halthe comming of the Sonne of man be: 
For a4 inthe dayes before the floud,they dideate & drink, 


mary,e" Tein in mariage, unto the day that Noah en- 


tred 
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rred into the Ark and knew nothing til the floud care gu 
tooke them all away: ſo ſhall alſo the comming of the ſaqne 
of man be. And therefore thatanſwer which our Sayi- 
ourgauetothe Phariſes queſtion, LuF. 17.andP2o.ves, 
may well be the concluſion of this point. The king. 
dome of God cometh not with obſeruation, that is 
(faith the Gloſle)it cometh not with the obſeruation 
of the time:as if he had ſaid; haply ſome Aſtronomer 
or other is ſocunning as to tell you when the cloudes 
will drop : butatwhat time the Sonne of man ſhall 
cometo iudgement inthe cloudes,no Aſtronomer is 
ſo cunning as to tell you thatsfor of that day & houre 
knoweth no man , no not the Angels in heauen,nor 

the Sonne himſelfe,but the Father onely. Well then 
(beloued) theſe three points being thus cleared; Firſt 

that their will be a comming of the Sonne of man 
to iudgement. Secondly that this his comming vnto 
iudgement will be fearfull,and terrible. And thirdly 
that the time of thus his comming is vncertatne , we 
know not when : what remaineth now but the vie 
which weare to make of all theſe?and that is a vigilant 
and carefull preparation of our {clues againſt his com- 
ming, preſcribed in the firſt words : 72a gitar: 

Watch therefore. D, 

In the firſt of /eremry,the Prophet at the firſt ſaw no- 
thing butarod., burafter(ſaith the text)he beheld .._ 
feething por. And fo the wicked and vngodly people, 
haply they may ſe and feele in this world nothing 
but rods, light andlight puniſhments: but the time 
will come when Salomoxsrods (hall be turned into 
Rehoboams Scorpions , and the Prophet leremies rod 
will proue aſcething pot. Foras fleſh is pt intoa ſee- 

L3 thing 
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thing pot: ſo the bodics and ſoules of men,inregard 
of cheirſinnes committedin the fleſh, ſhall be caſt into 
the ſegthing and boylirig lake of hell. At which time 
«ey ſhall haue nothing to comfort them, either abouc 
them orbeneath them, on the right hand oron the 
T1cft, within themor withoutthem. Aboue them ſhall 
,.. bethe angry Tudge, for their wickednefle .condem- 
/ ning themzbeneath them ſhal be hel open, and the for. 
nace boyling to receiuethem:on theirright hand ſhal 
be theirſinnes accuſing them, on theitlefrhand the 
dicels ready to execute Gods eternall ſentence on 
them ; within them ſhall be their conſcience gnaw- 
ing ,” without them the damned ſoules wailing , and 
roundabout them the whole world burning. Good 
Lord, good Lord, faith adeuour father , what will a 
wretched {inner do enuironed withall theſe miſcries? 
how will his heart ſuſtaine theſe anguiſhes:what way 
will he take*togo backe (ſaith he)it is impoſſible, and 
to go forward, it is intollerable. And ſurely all this be- 
ing true, and drawne by neceſſary conſequent from 
the word of God, methinkes now there ſhould need 
no watchword at all, and our Sauiour Chriſt his 
 wietlate rgitur in this place may ſeeme ſuperfluous. 
Yu 42:1 The heathen man did both ſay and beleeve, that 
deor.ip.r.  Whofocuer remembreth that God will reward the 
"godly andpuniſh thevngodly, he cannot but be god- 
ly.. Andit this be nottrue invs that are Chriſtians, 
then,as Clymacus well oblcrucs, Plus timebimus canem, 
qui Creatore:welſhal ſhew ourſelues to be more afraid 
_ of ourdog,then we are of our God. If a theefe do al- 
ſaulrour houſe in thenight, and our dogge which is 
within do bur barke, we need no further viezlate , we 
need 


7m terrible, and thatthetime!.. 
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 OurSauiour Chriſt then kavs 
. many times, that he will one? 


this congming will be ( 


| is moſt vncertaine,weknow tar; « 
nowany further vzgilate, any,” .z G, 
prepare our ſelues againſtthis comming ..4ts 
ued) a very cleare caſe, that the barking of .1; 
wil preuaile more with vs forthe ſauingof 0) . 
then the voice of our God forthe ſaving of a 
When 7ofeph had forewarned Pharaoh and the p 
of Egypt of that great famine which was/ 
vpon the kand, there was nofurther neg 
be vigilant, And ifthey'+r--na10 caret. 
momentary death of body;ough: 
to be vigilant how to prevent the ct, 
of ſoule and body: Well then, how 
our ſelues that our true vigilancie ma . 
thus faith Saint Bernard: Audiſti ediftun | 
ditum: Haſt thou heard of the fearetulf, 
which God hath determined topowre vp 
bewarethen of finne which will be the<* 
puniſhment . But js this all? no, che watcn, 
well ſet: for the ſame ſpirit ict faith (Plal., 
Fli: fromenill, immediatly adfleth,and dog” 
14.of Luke and 31:verſe:What King(ſaith ned 
going to make warre againſt another King, ſl a2. 
downe firſt, and taketh connſell, whether te 644 E 9 +5 SY 
ten thouſands to meete him which copmentFagC nft bm 7 x 2 
with twentie thauſands? or elſe while $2 gr eaeway 7 
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*rre better policic betw 

arſinnes grieve God mor 
&gcan vexchis ne:*Sbor kingt 
ter difproportion between 
the {trength of God, then 
of ten thouſands, and an ar- 

<4C NoUlaids., Firſtchen ler VS ſeriouſly 
counſell, whether we may boldly lay with 
3.verle 18. Behold now, if 1 prepare me wvnto | 
| 


1 know that 1 ſhall be taſtified. And it we can- 
*4mme this perſwaſion in regard of our for- 
nd contempt of Gods commaunde- 
'*= muſt be-our ſecond courſe, cuen 
*©v2, natis, while his grace by * 
; the Golpek is offered vnto vs: ; 
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